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Monthly update
Official News
Council meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council 
takes place on Tuesday 12 June.

Date and venue change for 
AGM and Conference
The date and venue of the BHDTA AGM and 
Conference has been changed. This will now 
take place on Saturday 17 November and not 
as previously advertised. The new venue is 
Addington Manor Equestrian Centre which 
is just off the A413 between Buckingham and 
Aylesbury. During the day a premier show 
jumping event will be taking place. 

In the evening, the Horse Four drivers 
will be taking part in a selection event to 
determine who will receive the wild card 
entry to the Indoor World Cup event, which 
has now been confirmed will take place at 
Olympia, should the BHDTA be invited to 
take part in the selection process. 

This will be an excellent opportunity 
to showcase the sport to a wide audience. 
During the day the BHDTA have sole use of 
the restaurant area for the Conference and 
AGM. As there will not be the opportunity to 
divide this area into smaller rooms, the format 
for the day has yet to be finalised.

Lord Onslow
A service of thanksgiving for the life and work 
of the 7th Earl of Onslow will be held in St. 
Margaret’s Church, Westminster Abbey, at 

noon on Wednesday 23 May. Those wishing to 
attend are asked to apply in writing, enclosing 
a stamped addressed envelope, to M. Arnoldi, 
Room 23, The Chapter Office, 20 Dean’s Yard, 
Westminster Abbey, London, SW1P 3PA. 
Tickets will be posted by 14 May. 

All are welcome to apply and it is hoped 
that everyone who knew Michael through his 
enthusiasm for horse driving trials will be able 
to attend. 

Events
Anti-doping: what you need 
to know
Did you know that novice competitors are 
now just as likely to be tested as those in the 
selection classes? There will be no advance 
warning of which events will be targeted 
by BEFAR for testing. If you are a BHDTA 
member who competes in Horse Driving 
Trials national classes, or internationally 
under FEI rules, you need to be aware of 
a new national equine anti-doping and 
controlled medication system that came into 
effect on 1 January 2012. 

The new system, which is a requirement 
of our affiliation to the FEI, applies to all 
BHDTA affiliated members at every level. It’s 
essential that everyone understands this as the 
penalties are strong.

Since the system closely mirrors the FEI 
system, it should be relatively familiar to 
internationally registered members. However, 
those who do not compete internationally will 
need to take on board some new concepts.

Understanding the new system
There is a new set of cross–discipline 
BEF Equine Anti-Doping and Controlled 
Medication Rules (BEFAR) and a new 
Prohibited Substance List that mirrors the 
FEI list for national competitions.

Under the new system, doping (which falls 
under the World Anti-Doping Code in the 
same way as doping in humans) is separated 
out from medication control (which is there 
for welfare reasons). 

This is linked to a change in the approach 
to the Prohibited List, which is now very 
specific about what is prohibited, allowing 
riders and their vets to have increased 
certainty and helping them to avoid mistakes. 

All substances on the Prohibited List are 
known as ‘prohibited substances’, but this 
is sub-divided into two substance groups: 
doping substances, which are now referred to 
as ‘banned substances’ (i.e. they should never 
be used in the horse); and legitimate equine 
medication substances, which are referred to 
as ‘controlled medication substances’.

It may be possible to obtain a National 
Equine Therapeutic Use Exemption (NETUE) 
for a controlled medication substance in 
advance of competing, but an NETUE will 
never be given for a banned substance. 
Similarly, there are no threshold levels for 
banned substances. 

The new system will see an increasing 
number of anti-doping tests across the 
disciplines, and all BHDTA members should 

Pippa Bassett competing in the demonstration Indoor 
World Cup event at Olympia in 2011
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expect their horse to be tested, whether you 
are competing at grass-roots level or at a 
national championship.

What are the implications?
• If found guilty of a doping violation, the 

rider, and potentially also the horse, will 
be disqualified from the competition 
concerned and could be disqualified from 
the entire event.

• The standard sanction in addition to 
that is a two-year suspension, plus a fine 
and potential legal costs. This standard 
sanction can only be reduced if specific 
mitigating conditions can be met – this 
very much reflects the human doping 
system of imposing standard sanctions. 
During suspension, the driver cannot 
compete internationally, or nationally, 
or be involved in any way in any 
activity organised by the British Horse 
Driving Trials Association, any other 
BEF discipline, the FEI, the National 
Federation or any international or 
national event organisation.

• In contrast, the medication control system 
concentrates very much on the welfare 
of the horse when competing. Unlike a 
banned substance, it is possible to apply 
for an NETUE for a controlled medication 
substance if tested.

• The sanction for a first offence is up to two 
years ineligibility; the exact length will 
be determined by looking at a number of 
specified conditions.

• BEFAR recommends that a medication 
logbook should be kept for each horse, 
recording the date, substance and dosage 
of all treatments administered to the 
horse that involve a prohibited substance 
(controlled medication substances), 
along with details of the person who 
administered the treatment.

What should you do now?
The BEF has launched a helpful Clean Sport 
section of its website, www.bef.co.uk. Take 
a good look at the site and, at a minimum, 
read the Athlete’s Guide and download a 
copy of the new Prohibited List. You need 
to make sure that your vet, grooms and 
other support personnel become familiar 
with what is and is not on the Prohibited 
List, so that you can make absolutely sure 
that you will be fully compliant. If you have 
any questions or queries about this, contact 
the BHDTA office in the first instance. 
The BHDTA web-site has copies of all the 
forms mentioned in this article under the 
Reference section.

International
Passport rules update
The FEI have changed their rules for issuing 
passports. They will no longer issue an FEI 
passport unless the horse or pony has a 
DEFRA approved passport submitted with 

the application. In addition, if the horse has 
an existing FEI passport issued by an EU 
country, it will remain valid as long as there 
are no gaps in the revalidation process. The 
date of the revalidation can be backdated but 
then it will not be valid for the full four years. 

Another point to be aware of is that if 
a horse is purchased with an FEI passport 
issued by a country outside the EU e.g. 
Switzerland or USA, the passport will remain 
valid until the expiry date, but cannot be 
revalidated. An EU passport would then have 
to be obtained and the FEI cover applied to it.

International handbook
Derrick Mayes has very kindly used his 
extensive knowledge of international affairs 
and travelling arrangements to produce a 
guide for competitors wishing to compete 
abroad. This will be of particular use to first 
time international competitors but will also 
serve as a check list for seasoned travellers. 

It is available from the International section 
of the web-site and all the forms to which it 
refers are available in the Reference section.

General
BHDTA attends  
Carriage Fair
We were pleased to have a stand at the South 
of England Carriage Fair and congratulate 
Brockham Harness Club in putting on an 
excellent programme of events in the main 
arena. The stand was manned throughout 
the day by Jock McFarlane (chairman) and 
Dave Titmuss (treasurer) who were pleased to 
welcome members, sponsors and friends. 

A number of enquiries were received 
from prospective drivers that hopefully 
will produce some new participants, with 
the Driving back to Sport project creating 

substantial interest. The stand was shared with 
the British Young Drivers who did sterling 
work fund raising for the forthcoming Junior 
World Championship team.

Help shape the future  
of sport in England
With the Olympic and Paralympic Games fast 
approaching, sport has rarely had a higher 
profile and Sport England wants to build on 
this by creating a lasting legacy. 

Sport England, in partnership with Ipsos 
MORI, is conducting its fourth annual sport 
satisfaction survey which aims to understand 
people’s sporting experiences across the country. 

With your help, Sport England and British 
Equestrian will gain a greater understanding 
of what motivates people to play sport, the 
challenges participants face and what can be 
done to improve sport for you. 

By taking part in the survey, you will help 
British Equestrian become more responsive 
to your needs and do more to encourage new 
participants. As a ‘thank you’ for your time, 
everyone who completes the survey will be 
entered into a draw to win up to £250 of High 
Street ‘Love2shop’ Vouchers – a prize which has 
kindly been provided by Ipsos MORI.

As well as the opportunity to win this prize, 
you will play a part in driving and shaping sport 
in England in the years to come.

• To take part in the survey log onto  
http://www.ipsos-mori.com/Equestrian 

Young drivers manning their stand at the South of 
England Carriage Fair


