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Monthly update
Official News
Council meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council 
takes place on Tuesday, 10 April.

Yearbooks
Apologies for the delay in the distribution 
of the Yearbooks. These will be posted to 
members at the earliest opportunity. In the 
meantime, schedules and entry forms are 
available from the BHDTA website.

Report on the Joint Clinic  
at the Unicorn Trust
On a rather cold wet weekend at Stow on 
the Wold, even though the sun did manage 
to show its face occasionally, a total of 47 
attendees arrived from all over the British Isles, 
for a lively and interesting joint clinic for all 
BHDTA officials.

The judges were treated to Andrew 
Counsell and Diana Brownlie analysing driven 
dressage tests on video, which included tests 
from the recent FEI World Championships for 
Horse Pairs and Combined Ponies. 

Following this first session Boyd Exell, FEI 
World Champion Four-in-Hand Driver, gave a 
superb exhibition with his horses, entertaining 
and instructing the audience with his mastery 
of horsemanship. Boyd kept all participants 
enthralled with his skills and talents during 
another session after lunch. Before the end 
of the day, the international course designer, 
Richard Papens gave an interesting and 
enlightening talk on obstacle cones driving to a 
further joint session of all participants.  

Sunday brought Pammy Hutton, a well 
known ridden dressage rider with her family to 
help, giving another slant on dressage. Although 
she admitted her knowledge on driving was very 
limited, her knowledge of dressage is immense. 
As well as her family riding, Alice Pritchard, 

gave ridden exhibitions while Pammy explained 
the finer points to everyone. Alice said her 
ridden dressage had considerably improved. 

Richard Papens returned, with his course 
designers and built an obstacle cones driving 
course. This was then driven by Anna 
Grayston and Wilf Bowman-Ripley, to allow 
the judges to watch and put the theory into 
practice. Richard showed everyone two new 
open multiple obstacles, which are likely to be 
used in this year’s FEI World Championships 
at Riesenbeck and Lezírias. The day finished 
with a final joint session, at which all agreed, 
that this format first tried in 2010 was the way 
they wanted to go in the future.

Richard Papens led a small number of course 
designers through a clinic, mostly devoted to the 
obstacle cones driving phase of an event. 

This was Richard’s third clinic in this 
country, as he is proving very popular with 
course designers and the judges. Richard, who is 
the technical delegate at the FEI World Singles 
Championships later this year, went through all 
the twists and turns of obstacle cones driving.

Philip Bateman and Ian Douglas had six 
technical delegates for an interesting new form 
of clinic. A discussion forum replaced the more 
traditional questions and answers. Discussion 
focussed on last year’s problems and unusual 
situations encountered and various ways to 
solve them; always remembering that we do 
not have problems, only solutions.

The whole clinic, was as always, well 
orchestrated by Sydney Smith and her team at 
the Unicorn Trust. On the Saturday night, Fran 
cooked a three course dinner for 48 people 
and more than one person was after her for the 
recipe of her bread and butter pudding. It was 
the best I have ever tasted.

Events
Start fees
Start fees will be reintroduced to competitions 
this year but, thanks again to an extremely 
generous donation from Hugh Scott-Barrett, 
these will be significantly reduced.

Rule book amendments
2012 Rule Book amendments have now been 
printed. These can be obtained from the 
BHDTA office by sending a self addressed C5 
envelope and postage for a LARGE letter. They 
can also be obtained from the BHDTA stand at 
the forthcoming South of England Carriage Fair.

Young Driver rules change
Please note that the FEI have introduced Young 
Driver additions to the rules. From January 
1, 2012, following much lobbying from the 
ICKD, the FEI have introduced a rule change 
for the reduction of the age limit for young 
competitors. These were missed from the 
rule amendments in our rule book, but are 
published on the BHDTA website and also give 
other criteria for these younger drivers.

The age limit, which was 14 years of age, 
has now been reduced to 12. This is only 
for competitors driving single ponies and 
accompanied by an adult of 18 years and older. 

Both Ashfields and Sandringham are holding 
classes for these younger competitors this 

Taking part in Driving Back to Sport
Top right: Practising rein handling skills at Fenix.  
Top middle: Sue Mart runs through harnessing up  
Below: Tackling a cones course at Bennington 
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coming season, in anticipation of the Junior 
Championships to be held in Weiner Neustadt 
in July. There will be two parts to this event; one 
part under FEI Rules and the other under ICKD 
Rules. For these classes, FEI passports are not 
required but passports will be needed for drivers 
in the FEI classes in Austria. FEI passports are 
not required for the JWT classes in Austria.

BHDTA Rules changes  
for 2012
This is a summary of the rule changes. Be sure 
to check the rulebook for full details.

Course Designers 910.2.3 National: 
“National course designers must have 
attended a course designer clinic in the 
previous three years prior to the event for 
which they are appointed.” (There had been 
talk of changing this to two years).

903.4 Driving Event Location:
This is now clarified to explain that the 
competition rules apply “from the published 
opening time of the stable area until midnight 
on the last day of the competition.”

This means, for example, that training 
taking place before the stable area is opened 
for the event can use training aids not 
permitted in competition. Of course the 
welfare rules always apply.

New cones layouts:
Annex 8 has two new cones open multiple 
obstacles; ‘the wave’ and ‘the triangle’.

Annex 11, qualification for advanced singles:
4.4.2.2 A win in a class of one does not 
count towards the six wins which make it 
compulsory for an open competitor to move 
to advanced class.

Note:
In paragraph 4.4.4.2, the dressage score 
should read 55. This is incorrectly shown 
as 60 in the new printed pages and the 
2011 downloadable yearbook (This will be 
corrected for 2012 online rules).

More notes:
The rule on back protectors is unchanged:

917.6.2 Back protectors are not required 
at any National or affiliated event within the 
jurisdiction of BHDTA. But body protectors 
are still required for juniors at Young Drivers 
events – see the Young Drivers rules appendix.

Mixed tandems/other multiples
This is to confirm that a multiple containing 
both horses and ponies is not allowed to 
compete at national events (except h/c with 
the organiser’s agreement).

Drumlanrig/Raehills
With much regret, the proposed reintroduction 
of Drumlanrig HDT has been cancelled. A 
regional event will run at the nearby Raehills 
estate and the plan is to upgrade this to a national 
event in 2013. This is an excellent venue, five 
miles from junction 15 of the M74, and the estate 
has a network of existing roads for ease of access.

International
Strong signs that Lezírias  
will go ahead
It has been reported that currently there is every 
possibility that the proposed FEI Single Horse 
World Championship in Portugal will go ahead. 

Uncertainty has plagued this venue, but 
signs are currently looking promising for a 
September competition. Lezirias is hosting 
a trial event for the championships in two 
weeks’ time and the new obstacles should be 
ready in time for this event. Jean Lane will 
be the assistant technical delegate. The single 
horses will hold their National Championship 
at Erddig as they will be unable to all compete 
at Windsor.

General
Driving Back to Sport
Following the generous donation from Hugh 
Scott-Barrett and the Sportsmatch funding 
awarded by SportEngland, the Driving Back 
to Sport programme was able to become a 
reality. The initial sessions are well under way 

and Anne Clarke, the project manager, sends 
the following update:

Snowfall, freezing temperatures and heavy 
downpours failed to dampen the enthusiasm 
of budding carriage drivers taking part in 
‘Driving Back to Sport.’ 

The team of coaches across the venues 
worked together to shape each introductory 
session, providing workshops on all aspects of 
carriage driving from cones to dressage, and 
even a chance for everyone to take the reins 
and drive a carriage for the first time.

Project manager, Anne Clarke of Instinctive 
PR, is thrilled with the programme’s success: 
“The launch of Driving Back to Sport couldn’t 
have gone better. The coaches have been 
amazing at delivering superb sessions and 
each venue has seen a fantastic bunch of 
participants. Everyone is looking forward 
the remaining sessions. We feel we have 
successfully introduced a huge number of new 
faces to the sport of carriage driving.”

Participants at each venue; Fenix 
Carriages in Devon, Bennington Carriages 
in Nottinghamshire, Adlington Equestrian 
Centre in Cheshire and Ashfields Carriage & 
Polo Club clearly enjoyed the sessions, with a 
feedback session gleaning comments such as:

“An opportunity like this just never comes 
up. I have had such a fun day and have 
thoroughly enjoyed learning so much from 
the coaches. Getting the chance to actually 
drive a carriage was just brilliant.”

“I couldn’t sleep last night because I was 
looking forward to the course so much. At my 
age, I didn’t think I did ‘excited’ anymore.” 

Below: Getting to grips with walking a cones course, 
part of the Driving Back to Sport training at Fenix

Above: Enjoying the training on the Driving Back to 
Sport programme with Mark Broadbent at Fenix


