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BHDTA official news
Official News
Council meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council 
takes place on Tuesday 10 April.

Training clinics
Full details of the National and club training 
clinics are given on the BHDTA website. Please 
do not leave booking until the last minute. 

Events
2012 dressage tests
Following considerable correspondence and 
web-based comments, Council have revised 
their earlier decision to use FEI test 8b for the 
open single classes. 

For 2012, the open singles will drive FEI 
Test 7a (the same test as 2011). The support 
for FEI 7a was greater from the pony class, 
but it was decided to keep all the open singles 
classes driving the same tests. 

Tandem classes
Council considered the trial of mixed tandem 
classes and deemed this experiment to have 
been unsuccessful. Tandems will compete as 
pony or horse turnouts with all animals in the 
same category. Organisers have the right to 
amalgamate classes if numbers are insufficient 
to run separate classes.

International
First-time international 
competitors
Following council’s decision to implement 
a minimum standard for first-time 
international competitors, the decision has 
now been further clarified. Drivers need to 

obtain the qualifying dressage score applicable 
to their class for a FEI world championship, 
but they have to do this on only one occasion. 

They must still complete the event without 
retiral or elimination, but can do this with any 
permutation of horses or ponies.

Pony fours selection
Due to a clash with the young drivers’ 
international competition and the clash 
of selection classes, which precluded one 
competitor from obtaining selection points in 
both the horse and pony fours classes, council 
have agreed to move the pony fours selection 
event to Erddig.

Ferry costs for 2012
With the demise of Sea France, Julie Camm 
has been negotiating with P&O to obtain the 
best deal possible for our members. If you are 
travelling abroad, please use this service as we 
will only be able to keep these rates if we have 
enough competitors using the crossing and 
our account.

Follow the same procedure as Sea France, 
but go to the P&O gate instead and then pay in 
the same office as before, but at the P&O desk.

It is a cash account which must be paid 
in advance over the phone or at the time of 
check-in. Please take a note of the account 
number, which is 111646, as you will need 
this when you book.          

                                                                                                 
Rates:
• Accompanied vehicles up to 7.50m: £85
• Accompanied vehicles from 7.51m up to 

12.50m: £135
• Accompanied vehicles from 12.51m up to 

19.00m: £155
• The price includes ponies and horses and 

up to 2 drivers.
• The supplement for an extra passenger is 

£15 each way.
• The fuel surcharge is currently @ £10.50 

each way and revised monthly.
• These prices are for a single journey and 

VAT is excluded.
• For further information and the sailing 

schedule, please see the website  
www.poferriesfreight.com. 

• The Dover freight office can be contacted 24 
hours a day on 01304 862539.

Above:  Mixed tandems will no longer be able to 
compete, turnouts must now be either horses or ponies.  
Below: The GB team on the ferry heading to France
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Supporters
200 Club
Heather Clark is waiting to hear from you. 
She sent a letter which was included with your 
December Office Newsletter (and printed on 
brightly coloured paper to catch your eye). 

She would be delighted if you felt able to 
support the 200 Club this year. The system 
of draws has been revised for 2012 so there 
will be fewer draws but larger cash prizes. 
Remember! If you’re not in it, you can’t win it.

General
HOOF Portal
We are delighted to inform you that the British 
Equestrian Federation (BEF) and its member 
bodies are, with the support of Sport England 
grant funding, setting up a portal website www.
hoofride.co.uk to promote horse riding and 
driving and the benefits of equestrian activities. 

At present the data available in relation to 
facilities is limited and may not include any 
personal information or comprehensive detail 
regarding the precise nature of the services 
which are available. 

Obituaries
Sadly, two well known members of the driving 
trials world have recently passed away.

Jack Collinson
Jack Collinson died in Blackpool Hospital 
on January 11 after a short illness. He was 83 
years old.

Jack was a founder member of the North 
West Driving Club back in the ‘60s and 
helped to build it up, until at one time it was 
the biggest driving club in the UK. In the early 
‘70s he was one of the 10 people who donated 
£250 each to start what is now the BHDTA.

Jack was a very accomplished horse man, 
having been honorary whipper-in to the Vale 
of Lune Harriers for many years before taking 
up driving.

He and George Bowman bought the 
Border Union road coach in 1970 and in 1972 
drove it from Edinburgh to London, using 25 
horses; six teams and a spare horse which was 
never used.

In 1974 Jack was a member of the gold 
medal winning British team at the World 
Championships held in Switzerland, together 
with Col Sir John Miller and George 
Bowman.

In 1975 he won the Royal Windsor 
International Grand Prix.

It was as a farmer, however, that Jack 
left his legacy to the world. Jack attended 
Newtonrig agricultural college and went on to 
become world famous as a progressive farmer, 
being years ahead of his time and first with 
rare breeds. He often boasted that he bought 

his first farm with the proceeds from one litter 
form a Land Race pig that he had imported 
from Sweden.

He won the Royal Show on more than one 
occasion with his Jacob sheep. It was his wish 
to be buried in the fleece of a Jacob sheep.

He was one of the first men in Europe to 
go into factory farming with cow kennels, 
slurry lagoons and an 18 cow rotolacter 
milking machine. At this time he hit the 
headlines, being one of the first men to 
import Holstein cattle from Canada and 
double his milk yield. Milking three times a 
day and occasionally having to miss a driving 
event did not suit Jack, so he changed from 
dairy to beef farming. Soon he was topping 
all the markets with his Charolais and 
Belgian Blue beef cattle.

In 1980 he retired and went to live on the 
Isle of Man, where he became very popular 
and was instrumental in encouraging the 
Manx drivers to come over to the main 
land to compete. It was at this time Jack 
resurrected one of his early loves and started 
to take part in horse ploughing matches.

In the last few years he has come over 
and attended nearly every national event. 
He could be found sat on his quad bike at 
the dressage ring, always surrounded by a 
group of people, mostly young, listening 
to him criticising the dressage. He was an 
international judge in the 1970s.

He will be greatly missed by his family 
and his many, many friends; not just because 
of his jovial company, but because of his 
ability to remember and tell stories of days 
gone by.

God bless you Jack old friend. Get your 
leaders out of draught and straighten your back.
GB    

Ann Maxwell
Ann Maxwell died on 5 December 2011 in 
her 91st year. She was the youngest of five 
children and from an early age the family 
lived in West Haddon, Northamptonshire 
and there started a lifetime of involvement 
with horses and ponies.

She married John Maxwell in 1944 and 
in 1966 they moved to Perthshire, where she 
bred, broke and drove Welsh ponies. She 
competed very successfully in driving trials 
in both single and pony pair classes during 
the ‘70s and ‘80s, winning the pony pair class 
at Holker Hall two years in succession.

Ann’s years of experience of breaking 
and driving ponies helped many of her 
friends get started in competitive and private 
driving and she also played a leading role in 
both riding and driving for the disabled in 
Perthshire.

After retiring from driving in the early 
90s, Ann became a regular judge at both 
driving trials and BDS events where she was 
able to pass on some of her expertise.

Ann was an accomplished artist, 
particularly in watercolours, and in later 
years she took up sculpture and created 
likenesses of many different animals.

Our sincerest sympathy goes to her son 
and daughter, her grandchildren, great 
grandchildren and all her many friends who 
will truly miss her.
JJC

• Should you own or run an equestrian facility, 
and wish further information/detail included 
to promote your facility, please complete the 
online survey at www.surveymonkey.com/s/
hoof-facilities-survey-2012. There is no 
charge for this service. 

David Matthews storming out of the water at Hopetoun 
with his advanced horse pair. David finished third 
overall at last year’s national championships


