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BHDTA Official News
Official News
Council Meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council takes 
place on Tuesday 10 April.

2012 AGM
Please make a note in your diaries that the date of 
the 16th BHDTA AGM has now been confirmed 
as 13 October. As yet the venue has not been 
confirmed; Barry Hilditch is in discussion with 
Julie Camm about alternative possibilities.

Events
Volunteers List
Over the past few years it has become apparent 
that many event organisers struggle to get 
stewards both at club and national events. 
Sometimes many phone calls and emails are 
required to other clubs so it was suggested that 
one up-to-date list of all stewards would be 
beneficial.

Julia Crockford has kindly agreed to take on 
this task. She has been involved with the White 
Harness Horse Club events, worked as Farleigh 
stewards’ co-ordinator for two years then the 
National Championships in 2010 and 2011. 
Her capacity for organisation and office based 
skills make her the ideal candidate to create one 
database for all to access.

Please contact Julia via e-mail:  jjcrockford@
aol.com,  tel: 01264 364054 or mobile  
07850 249107.

Event dates 
National
4-6  May Ashfields Carriage Centre (Essex)
25-27 May Hopetoun (West Lothian)  
15-17 June Drumlanrig (Dumfries)  
29 Jun-1 July Sandringham (Norfolk)  
13-15 July Catton Hall (Derbyshire)  
10-12 Aug Erddig (North Wales)  
7-9 Sept National Driving  
 Championships, Windsor

Regional 
19-20 May Windsor Park (Berkshire)  
16-17 June Newnham (Plymouth)  
21-22 July Goodwood (West Sussex)  
28-29 July St Fort (Tayside)  
17-19 Aug Necarne (Co Fermanagh)  

Young Drivers / Para Equestrian
25-26 Aug Young Drivers  
 Championships, Henbury 

Novice Qualifiers
21-22 April  Escrick
21-22 July  Allerton  
9-10 June  Offchurch
16-17 June  Llanymynech  

International
RWHS Invitations
Council have revised the guidelines for allocation 
of invitations to the Royal Windsor International 
Horse Show in May. The new system will invite 

the winner of the National Championships 
and the top three placed in the Points League. 
This will not affect any of the people eligible for 
invitations to the 2012 event.

PrimeVal CAI Beekbergen 
hosts international horse 
single competition
At the PrimeVal CAI Beekbergen event, 
19 to 22 July, the organisation will, for the first 
time in its history, also host an international 
(CAI-A) competition for horse singles. 

The international combined driving 
competition at Riant Equestrian Centre, in 
Beekbergen will be an important event for the 
single and four-in-hand drivers, for which 
2012 is a FEI World Championship year.

The four-in-hand drivers prepare for the FEI 
World Championships in Riesenbeck, Germany, 
from 16 to 19 August. The single drivers  
will start from 13 to 16 September at the FEI 
World Championships in Companhia das 
Lezirias, Portugal. 

The organisation of the PrimeVal CAI 
Beekbergen would like to host the FEI World 
Championships classes singles and ponies 
every other year. “The international driving 
competition for horse pairs and horse fours 
will always remain our basis. These classes have 
contributed to the success of our event and we 
would like to cherish this,” says Riant owner and 
organiser Mieke van Tergouw.

The CAI-A 1/2/4 Beekbergen will take place 
from 19 to 22 July at Riant Equestrian Centre  
in Beekbergen.
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East Overhill,  
Stewarton,  
Kilmarnock,  
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t: 0845 6432116
e: bhdta@horsedriving trials.co.uk
w: www.horsedrivingtrials.co.uk
Office open Mon-Fri  
8am to 12 noon

FEI Vaccinations
The BEF have sent the following information 
to keep competitors up to date with the 
latest confirmation they have received on the 
vaccination rules of the FEI. 

The FEI Regulations state: “ANNEX VI 
EQUINE INFLUENZA VACCINATION

From 1 January 2005 onwards, influenza 
vaccination for all Horses competing in FEI 
competitions requires a vaccination within six 
months + 21 days of the competition.
1.  All Horses intending to participate in FEI 

competition must have at least received an 
initial primary course of two vaccinations, 
given between 21 and 92 days apart. 
Thereafter, a third dose (referred to as the first 
booster) must be given within seven months 
after the date of administration of the second 
primary dose, with at least annual boosters 
given subsequently (ie within one year of the 
last dose).

2.  If the Horse is scheduled to take part in an 
FEI competition, the last booster must have 
been given within six months + 21 days of 
arrival at the FEI Event. (The 21-day window 
has been provided to enable vaccination 
requirements to fit in with the competition 
schedule).

3.  No vaccination shall be given within seven 
days of the day of arrival at the FEI Event.”
It appears that some French vets have 

misinterpreted this rule and are producing red 
warnings in passports if the owners have not 
given consistent six monthly booster injections 
and some have gone so far as insist that the 
primary course of injections is re administered.

Jenny Hall (director of equine development 
at the BEF and a member of the FEI veterinary 
committee) has confirmed the following;

“The excerpt from the FEI regs is correct 
so the vet at Haras du Pin was not. This is a 
situation that has arisen previously in France and 
the outcome of the FEI Veterinary Committee 
meeting discussion was that the FEI Veterinary 
Department will develop a feedback form for 
the use of team vets and National Federations 
so when inconsistencies such as this arise the 
FEI Veterinary Department may be notified in a 
standardised fashion enabling them to feedback 
to the FEI Veterinary Delegate at the competition 
in question.”

The BEF hope this clarifies the situation and 
confirms that passports do not need to have six 
monthly booster injections to keep them up to 
date but if they are competing they must adhere 
to point 2 of the regulations in Annex VI.

FEI Rule Changes
NON OLYMPIC SPORTS: DRIVING 
The FEI General Assembly approved the 
Technical Committee chairman’s report and the 
modifications to the FEI Rules for International 
Combined Driving Events, 10th edition were 
approved. 

The most significant change is the 
introduction of a Driving single pony class for 
children aged between 12 and 14. The Marathon 
will have three sections (A, D, and E) and will 

have a maximum of three obstacles with four 
gates each. The cone competition will consist of a 
maximum of 15 cones and will be held at a speed 
of 220m/min. 

These changes will be applicable as of 
1 January 2012. The updated FEI Rules for 
International Combined Driving Events  
are published on both the BHDTA and the  
FEI websites.

General
Putting the Horse in 
“War Horse” 
Daniel Naprous will be well known to many of 
you as a successful horse four driver with his 
distinctive team of greys, but did you know that 
he was one of the professional horse trainers 
who was involved in the making of “War Horse” 
which has been adapted for the cinema by 
Steven Spielberg? Critics have been less than 
complimentary about Spielberg’s sentimental 
side, but do agree that he is the most successful 
director in cinema’s history and excels at shooting 
war movies. These attributes combined to make 
the production of “War Horse” an attractive 
proposition with which to become involved. Dan 
said, “The first thing Steven Spielberg said to me 
when I met him on the set was that this was a 
film about horses and their welfare had to be a 
priority. He is a fantastic person to work with and 
a genius as a director.” 

Dan was one of a huge pool of international 
horse trainers from around the world including 
America, Spain and Australia. His involvement 
lasted four months on set, but three months 
was spent preparing beforehand and training 
the horses to perform for fun. With plenty of 

rehearsal time, the training remained light and 
entertaining for the horses.

Naturally Dan was involved with the driving 
sequences. The play and film both stick very 
closely to the book, but while it is easy to make a 
puppet look like it is struggling to pull the plough 
before finally managing to get it under way, this 
is not so easy with a live horse. In another scene 
Joey, from whose point of view the story is told, 
has to pull a cannon to the top of a hill. Dan also 
became involved with riding postilion.

With Dan’s driving team being grey, they did 
not feature in the film, but there were a total of 14 
horses who played Joey. Dan appeared in person 
briefly, but spent most of his time preparing 
the horses to be ready for the next scene. Dan’s 
“Joey” played the starring role in the no man’s 
land scene.

Shooting such a complex script with animals 
was always going to be challenging, one of which 
was charting Joey’s development from being 
born, being raised on the farm, broken to the 
plough and then sold.

Dan said, “One of the most memorable 
aspects of the film for me was the way it stands 
out for all horsemen; the film is enjoyable for all 
and the horsemanship was not dumbed down.”

Daniel Naprous 
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