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OFFICIAL NEWS
Council Meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council takes place on Wednesday 
19th January 2011.

Training Clinics
Annual training clinics will be on the last two weekends in February. 
The venue for the Course Designers (Sat 19th) and Technical 
Delegates (Sun 20th) is the Lancashire Manor Hotel, just off junction 
5 of the M58. The judges’ clinic is the 26/27th at the Unicorn Trust, 
Stow-on-the-Wold.

AGM and Conference
The conference day commenced with well attended meetings for 
stewards, affiliated clubs and international competitors. 
Before the AGM Jeff Liles spoke to an interested audience about 
his proposal, which had been well aired on the BHDTA Discussion 
Forum, to replace the present system of scoring dressage with a 
percentage score to reduce the influence of dressage on the results 
of the competition. 
Following some very lively discussion, a show of hands from the 
floor indicated overwhelming support for the present system.
The AGM was largely a formality with no opposition to the Council’s 
proposal of a maximum term of office of nine years for Council 
members. They now have to stand down for one year before they 
can be re-elected. Following this year’s election, Jock McFarlane, 
Barry Hilditch and Frank Campbell were appointed to Council for 
three years.

Increased membership
The conference opened with the Chairman’s report where Tony 
Bache highlighted the increased membership for the fourth 
consecutive year and the sound financial position of the Association 
at present. He explained how the funding from SportEngland, which 
is administered through the BEF, was spent. He commented on 
the sad loss of Brighton and Farleigh and complimented everyone 
involved with Holker for their part in getting this event up and running 
so quickly. 
He also mentioned the new national event which will take place at 
Arena UK in 2011. He finished by noting the bold and controversial 
decision to appoint a Director of Marketing and told members that 
they would hear a presentation from Chris himself later.
Ian Gilbert then detailed changes to the class structure and 
published the 2011 event calendar. He noted the events which 
would hold selection classes. These are published on the website 
and will be detailed in your 2011 Yearbook.

New marketing vision 
Chris Hillman then presented his vision for the future and gave 
members the background to his appointment. He showed where he 
hoped to have the sport in five years’ time supported by a variety of 
DVDs which demonstrated how he could increase sponsorship. He 
reported on the work he had done so far. 
One exciting possibility could involve the Bowman family participating 
in chuck wagon racing! 
The Chairman’s award was presented to Ann Varley in recognition 
of the work she has put in to get the UKCC training programme up 
and running. Ann complimented the team with whom she worked 
and highlighted her priority to inspire and offer quality coaching. She 
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wants to provide coaches for clubs and training from grassroots 
upwards with a formal coaching structure. 
The Chairman informed members that the Stewards’ Award was 
presented at the National Championships as the recipients, Brenda 
May and Brian Evans were unable to attend the Conference. They 
are avid supporters of the BHDTA and for many years have travelled 
the length and breadth of the country stewarding at national events. 

Open forum
The conference finished with an open forum to enable members 
to put suggestions to Council, initiate discussion topics and ask 
questions. At the recent Council meeting these issues were raised. 
1. The ability for competitors to compete more than once and for 

a driver to also act as a groom at the same event is being given 
further consideration.

2. The ability for a groom to go round more than once at an event 
has been agreed but please do not expect the organiser to alter 
the schedule to accommodate this request.

3. TDs will be asked to give horse tandems more generous walk 
speeds in combined classes.

4. Small ponies will not run at reduced speeds as they can benefit 
from their size in obstacles.

5. A request for tougher marathons and some five section 
marathons will be given further consideration.

6. The suggestion that dressage scores be presented as a 
percentage will not be implemented as the Conference showed 
overwhelming support for the present system.

7. A request that we find a way to allow some electric fencing at 
national events was given careful consideration as this could 
encourage greater participation. Council therefore decided to 
remove the ban on electric fencing from the General Regulations 
in the rule book and leave the use of electric fencing to the 
discretion of the organizer subject to prior notification.

Ellen Littlechild, a BHDTA member from Jersey with her KWPN to a Fenix 
Flyer, won the marathon in the Horse Novice Driver at the Nationals, finishing 
fifth overall.
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8. Club Rules, scoring, qualification of club officials and the club 

safety pack were identified as areas where work is in progress.
9. The decision not to implement a rule requiring back protectors 

was confirmed for a further year following investigation by the 
Chairman of the Safety Committee, Peter Bridson. He noted 
that there was no history of back injuries in the sport and he will 
continue to monitor the situation.

10. An increase in membership fees to replace start fees was 
suggested and the financial implications of this will be 
considered by the F&GP committee.

End of Season Party
This function was well attended and the evening got off to a good 
start with sangria in the bar before everyone was seated for dinner. 
The table decorations this year had a Hallowe’en theme and were 
organised by the Young Drivers, however no-one complained if they 
found themselves looking at a severed finger or eyeball as their 
dinner was served.

During coffee, the Windsor Novice and Pony Points League 
and Fenix Horse Points League presentations were made. Council 
noted that there was a disappointing turnout of winners.

This was followed by the presentation of the Alternative Awards 
which had produced a high number of votes. Many thanks to Wilf 
Bowman-Ripley for his generous donation of the prizes of bottles 
of Champagne and to Zoe Morgan for making the presentations. 
There were too many nominations to mention them all here but they 
are listed in full on the web-site.

Personality: Boyd Exell, Clare Iveagh and Wee Gypsy made it 
into the top four but were beaten by Maesbrithdir Sparkling Jewel 
(Sweet Pea) who completed six competitions in her first season, 
including the Para Championships in Breda.

Supplier: Ashfields, Roger Godfrey and Fenix Carriages 
filled three of the top four spots but, in the number one spot, was 
Bennington who offer a great after sales service.

volunteer: A tie in this category saw Sally Moreton and 
Cavewood Productions beaten by Davy Brown and Jim Ainsworth. 
Davy is indispensible on the Scottish club circuit and at Hopetoun 
and Holker nationals as a course designer and TD while Jim is 
equally indispensible in his role of obstacle painter and steward.

Event Organiser: This was an incredibly close category with 
only three votes separating the top four places. Louise Garget, 
Ashfields and Holker were beaten by a whisker by Hopetoun which 
was nominated as the most fun event of the season.

Most Entertaining Moment: The last event at Escrick, Matt 
Were and Barnaby Bowman all entertained the spectators but the 
clear winner was the 4x4 Challenge at Holker with Fred Pendlebury, 
Owen Pilling and Barry Capstick racing their horse pairs in an 
international challenge with a Kia car.

Groom: Clearly many people appreciate their grooms and 
Emma Fenwick, Janet Reeves and Sue Campbell all received 
considerable support, however the runaway winner in this category 
was Paul Reynolds who, while grooming for Wilf Bowman-Ripley at 
Ashfields, broke his leg in obstacle one yet completed the marathon! 
This was captured on video so his heroism was witnessed by those 
present. As a precaution for next year, Zoe presented him with a set 
of cricket pads.
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200 Club
The draw at the Annual Conference produced the 
following winners:

£50 Countess of Iveagh  -  £30 Sally North  -  
£20 Derek Holah

A New Driver
The next member of the juniors, Sebastian 
Belliere-Wilson, bounced into the world on 19th 
September.  His buggy is a four-wheeler with 
delayed steering and disc brakes, fully fitted 
with harness but, as he is still very young, he is 
sticking mostly to the indoor circuit (the house) 
for the time being, with fair weather visits across 
country to the farm and stables.

He is still doing a fair bit of sleeping, dreaming 
mostly of milk at a guess, but this has left a bit of 
time for Team Belliere-Wilson to experiment with 
the pony team (thanks to SJ and Andrew Wilson 
for all their help)!

Rachel and Paul, his proud parents, look 
forward to introducing Sebastian to you all  
next year.

Carriage Driving Offer
Carriage Driving Magazine is delighted to offer 
the BHDTA members a 10 per cent discount 
on their subscription. Please mention “BHDTA 
10 per cent” when you call to subscribe on  
0800 137201.
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The new member of Team Belliere-Wilson, Sebastion. 
Rachel (nee Stevens) and Paul are the trainers!


