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OFFICIAL NEWS
Aren’t the nights drawing in quickly? With winter approaching 
faster than we would like, those who enjoy the indoor events 
will be getting prepared and there are a record number in the 
calendar for the 2010/2011 season.

The outdoor events have drawn to a close with the 
very successful National Championships. The number of 
competitors meant that Zan Kirk started her marathon at 
7.30am and the last competitor did not complete the obstacles 
until 5.30pm! What a long day for all the numerous volunteers 
who give so generously of their time. Thank you all.

Council Meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council takes place on 9th 
November.

Officials
At a recent Council meeting, the BHDTA Council agreed to 
extend the qualification period for clinics to three years. This 
will bring our time scale in line with the new FEI rules (currently 
FEI officials attend every four years). A number of clinics on 
a variety of subjects will be available for National and Club 
officials next year.

AGM, Conference and End  
of Season Party
As the date of these events falls after the copy date for Carriage 
Driving, there will be a full report in the December issue.

Training for Trials
The first regional Training for Trials (supported by BEF and Sport 
England) took place in the Midlands on the weekend of October 
2nd and 3rd. How perverse can the English weather be? On 
Friday when we were setting up for Sunday it poured and we all 
ended up soaked to the skin. Saturday, when we were all safely 
ensconced in classrooms at the Staffordshire College Equine 
Campus at Rodbaston, the sun shone and we had to fling wide 
the windows. Then on Sunday for the outdoor training at Catton 
Hall, it poured again all day. Never mind, at least we trained them 
how to compete in the wet.

The idea was to encourage grass roots drivers to move on. 
Non-drivers to drive – starters to compete at pre-novice – Pre-
novice to do Novice qualifiers and Novices to go National.

We had 65 at Rodbaston on Saturday with ages ranging 
from nine to pensioners, all abilities from non-drivers to very 
able novices and several disabled drivers, two of whom were 
severely disabled. They were trained by two Ukcc coaches, Sara 
Jane Williams and Angela Flanagan, and five knowledgeable 
volunteers on subjects covering dressage, marathon and cones, 
fitness training for horse, driver and back stepper, harness fitting, 
cart maintenance, what to wear, how to organise overnight 
accommodation, scoring, timing and the role of the groom.

Twenty turnouts presented in the rain on Sunday, only one 
not being able to make it. We had every thing from a small single 
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Shetland to a pair of shires which provided plenty of variety for 
the five Ukcc coaches who were on hand to put them through 
their paces. Angela and Sarah Jane again and they were joined 
by Sue Mart, Chris van Reen and David Taylor. Each driver 
and back-stepper had 20 minutes in each of dressage, cones, 
and three obstacles making one hour and 40 minutes of driven 
training. That, if you work it out, makes 100 different 20-minute 
slots. Time was of the essence, but despite the rain we started 
on time, kept to time and finished slightly ahead of time.

There was a small army of volunteers keeping everything on 
track, ensuring trainees were ready in time, providing food and 
drink for the coaches, training potential stewards and discussing 
the activities of the coaches with those there not driving. There 
were 15 non-drivers there on Sunday, 11 of whom joined the 
Stewards Training sessions.

Everyone, including the coaches finished with smiles on their 
faces and the two days were hailed a great success and a most 
useful template for similar events in the other regions as funding 
becomes available from Sport England and the BEF.

Finally it must be said that the event could not have taken 
place without considerable help from The Midlands Driving 
Trials Group and its members. We used their equipment, on site 
from their event the weekend before and several of the members 
were very generous with their time.

WEG
What a fabulous competition! Despite depleted numbers due to 
the location, the world’s top drivers all made the trip across the 
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 Jack Brookes at Training for Trials 
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Stewards braving the weather to learn what is involved in driving trials
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Atlantic and provided those of us lucky enough to have access to 
Eurosport or FEI TV with an incredibly exciting event. One of our 
own members, Boyd Exell, produced a world record dressage 
score of 30.08 penalty points. The previous world record was 
held by Chester Weber, who set a score of 32.13 penalty points 
at the FEI World Four-in-hand Driving Championships in Beesd 
in 2008.

Boyd drove with BHDTA members on the back step so, 
although he competes for Australia, he had the full support 
of British drivers. His marathon saw him finish third in that 
phase and take an overnight lead of less than one cone into 
the final competition. Here, a nail biting round with only three 
time penalties saw him clinch the long awaited FEI World 
Championship title by 1.2 penalties from Ijsbrand Chardon of 
the Netherlands.

There were a few hiccups en route to WEG. After competing 
in Germany at the event at Lahden, Boyd went to retrieve his 
horses’ passports from the organisers at the end of the event 
only to discover they had been lost. Despite extensive searching 
and police involvement he had no option but to accept they were 
gone for good. He telephoned the BHDTA office on the Monday 
morning and with cooperation from the FEI and BEF, had five 
replacement passports for his vet to complete two days later. 
The problem was resolved but at some considerable expense.

200 Club
The draw at the National Championships produced the 
following winners:

£50 Margi Hawkins
£30 John Reid
£20 Mary Ford

Jacky is a Pride of Andover winner
Jacky Cleaver, from Abbotts Ann, has been nominated for this 
year’s Pride of Andover Awards and is delighted to be a finalist. 
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Jacky is the mother of carriage driver Jo Sore.
For more than 30 years Jacky has given her 

time and expertise to the Test Valley Riding & 
Driving for the Disabled, often using her own 
ponies. This involves physically and mentally 
handicapped people of all ages. Her nomination 
noted that she is a kind and very thoughtful person 
whose dedication deserves to be recognised.

What is not generally known is that she bought 
her New Forest ponies and broke them in to ride 
and later to harness for carriage driving. A few 
years ago she and her daughter, Jo qualified for 
the FEI World Championships, which for once 
were held in this country. 

The Andover Awards night was hosted by 
radio presenter Richard Cartridge with special 
guest Esther Rantzen handing out the prizes. She 
told Andover Sound why she keeps coming back 
here: “I get so much out of the evening: laughter, 
tears inspiration. These sound like clichés, but 
when you meet the people who have actually 
done so much and when you hear their stories it 
really lifts the heart. For me it really is one of the 
most enjoyable evenings of my whole year.”

Crib Biting and Wind 
Sucking Survey
The University of Liverpool is conducting a survey 
on the health and management of horses that 
display crib biting and wind sucking behaviour 
and are looking for volunteers who would not 
mind completing a short (10-15 minute) postal 
questionnaire. Their ultimate aim is to be able to 
provide horse owners with more information about 
how this form of behaviour may be prevented or 
its effects lessened. The results of this survey are 
completely confidential and they would be very 
grateful for any help you may be able to provide. 

If you would like to request a questionnaire 
or obtain more details about the study, please 
contact the university, indicating your willingness 
to participate, together with your contact details 
and any questions that you may have by email 
(cribbing@liv.ac.uk), telephone (07961 809633) or 
look at the study webpage: www.liv.ac.uk/equine/
studiesandtrials/cribbing.htm. A study pack will 
then be posted out to you with a stamped envelope 
for you to return. Participation is voluntary and you 
are free to withdraw from the study at any time.

The information that you provide will be 
maintained and analysed by the principal 
investigator and Dr Debra Archer (study 
supervisor) at the Faculty of Veterinary Science, 
University of Liverpool and will not be released to 
any other parties.
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Boyd Exell FEI World Champion.  


