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OFFICIAL NEWS
Council Meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council takes place on  
9th November.

BHDTA AGM and Conference
The BHDTA AGM will precede the Conference which is 
being held on Saturday 30th October in the Best Western 
Premier Yew Lodge Hotel, 3 Packington Hill, Kegworth, Derby, 
Derbyshire, DE74 2DF. 

The format for the afternoon has been altered to make it 
more stimulating and interesting.
1.30pm-2.10pm  An informal discussion around current topics,

  such as dressage and percentages.  
  Jeff Liles will lead this topic with Barry  
  Hilditch in the Chair.

2.15-2.30pm  AGM.
2.35pm  Vision Document: Chris Hillman.

This will be followed by an Open Forum. 
Please send any questions or suggestions to the BHDTA 

Office by Monday 25th October.

End of Season Party
Please send your request for tickets, costing £40 for adults 
and £30 for Young Drivers, to Julie Camm, Westwinds, Stone, 
Berkeley, Gloucestershire GL13 9LE. Please make sure you 
enclose the booking form, available to download from the 
BHDTA website, as there is a choice of menu.

Don’t forget to watch out for the Alternative Awards. You can 
vote via the website.

National Championships 
There is a full report from the National Championships on  
pages 34-37. 

One special presentation was made on Friday evening when 
the immense contribution, made to the sport by Sarah Garnett, 
was recognised. Sarah retired from Council earlier this year as 
she knew she was going to be travelling for much of the summer. 

She served for a total of 27 years, initially on the BHS 
Driving Committee and then on the BHDTA Council following 
its formation in 1997. Her knowledge and insight will be  
sadly missed.

Young Drivers and Para Equestrian 
National Championships 

Following their recent trips abroad the Young Drivers and 
Para Equestrian drivers converged on Escrick Park at the end of 
September where, for the first time, the venue hosted two events 
in the one weekend. 

In addition to sponsorship from feed manufacturer Baileys, 
the combined event is being supported by NEDTL, BHDTA 
Supporters, Hugh Scott-Barrett, Dumfries & Galloway Driving 
Club and John Mansfield.

EVENTS
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King or Queen of the Cones
Sponsored by Northernplan and Baileys Horse Feeds, this 
season has seen some intense competition for the title King or 
Queen of the Cones. Rosanna Walters-Symons takes the title 
National Queen of the Cones and Matt Were and Emma Jones 
share it for the club competition. 

National King of the Cones is open to all classes which is 
handicapped to make it equal for multiples and singles. The 
prize to the King or Queen of the cones is a gold mug, an A3 
collage print of the event and a Baileys Horse Feed Voucher. 
King of the Club Cones is run under the same rules as the 
National competition, with the winner receiving a silver mug.

The scoring works as follows: each driver competes as 
normal during the cones phase of the competition. The fastest 
double clear under their class Time Allowed is the winner. Their 
score in the table, which can be viewed on the BHDTA website, 
is the number of seconds UNDER the time allowed. If a single 
pony completes a double clear in 145 seconds, with a time 
allowed of 150 seconds they will be 5 seconds under. If a horse 
team completes a double clear in 170 seconds with a time 
allowed of 190 seconds, they will score 20 seconds. Although 
the horse team is slower, they win the competition because 
they were faster under the time allowed. 

Drivers with eliminated scores or those competing HC are 
not included. (See also page 5).

World Para Equestrian Champs
Many thanks to Jill Holah for sending daily blogs for the website 
to keep all the supporters up to date with what was happening 
at the event. The full text can be viewed on the BHDTA website 
www.horsedrivingtrials.co.uk . 

For those that do not have internet access, Jill wrote on the 
final day:

“What a wonderful competition it has been! The organisation 
and kindness shown by the Dutch have been outstanding which 
has made the championships very enjoyable for everyone. 

The Johannes Jacobs’s cones course looked deceptively 
easy, and although the time was very achievable by the Paras, 
the balls fell all too easily. 

INTErNATIONAL

Geoff Woods driving the cones at Holker 2010.
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We went into the main arena (the show jumping ring) for the 

prize giving which was performed in front of a very smart looking 
audience in their Sunday best! As usual medals, rosettes, lots 
of hand shaking, doffing of hats - and lovely Dutch flowers! And 
of course the ever-present orange army cheering their man, 
local star and the defending world champion Jacques Poppen! 
Luckily all the horses behaved perfectly. 

It has been a great experience for everyone, and the team 
spirit within the camp has been outstanding with everyone 
playing their part and contributing to the team effort. 

Finally, all the team are joining with me in wishing Rachel and 
Paul all the best for the imminent birth of their baby!”

Junior World Trophy, Vecsés, 
Hungary - 26-29th August
Mary Jane Campbell did her best, despite technical difficulties, 
to send the home supporters daily blogs. Again, the full text is 
available on the website but here is an extract from her final post.

“The Hungarian team won and the English team came fourth. 
Heaps of thanks need to go Sara, Anna and Wilf who have 
worked tirelessly and with very good humour in frequently trying 
circumstances during the week. 

There were significant culture differences, which are in part 
the point of international competitions, to go and learn about the 
world and meet new people – it was a brilliant experience for 
the children. I think Sara and co still have a sense of humour, 
I think the best way to describe it was that it was a very  
HUNGARIAN event. 

It was lovely to see new friendships being made and old 
acquaintances re-met. Due to various problems prior to the 
event there was only one French competitor who came nearly 
as far as us – they live in Brittany, it was a family of three boys 
and they were very entertaining. The Germans had only three 
drivers, partly due to internal politics, two of whom won their 
class – so now they feel happy they went and are going home to 
try and drum up more support for junior events. 

There are three preliminary offers on the table to host the 
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Junior World Trophy in 2012, so watch this space 
and start saving now!” (See Junior Spotlight 
page 56).

Combined Horse 
Championships
The FEI are currently considering proposals to hold 
a Combined Horse World Championships which 
would mirror the format of the pony competition. 
This would be more cost effective and be held in 
alternate years with the pony event.

The most recent 200 Club draw saw the 
following lucky winners:

£100  James Broome  -  £50  Penny Bragg  
-  £30  Jill Holah  -  £20  Carol Pawson

Geoff Woods
Following Holker Driving Trials, Geoff Woods 
announced his intention to retire from driving 
trials. He commenced driving in 1985 and 
groomed for Mark Broadbent with his pony 
team during that season. He started competing 
in 1986 with a pair and quickly moved into the 
horse teams class, competing in well over  
300 events. 

He was a member of the British team at 
Reisenbeck in 1992 and competed many times 
on the continent. In national competitions, he 
won the Points League in 1993 and was runner 
up in the horse team class several times.

Geoff was on the BHDTA council for five 
years and the Association’s Treasurer for  
four years.

Geoff said, “I have reluctantly decided to 
retire from competition as, at the age of 72, 
I am beginning to find it hard work and my 
present team, which I have had 16 years, are 
now 20 years-old and are getting slow. I am 
far too old to start again with a young team. I 
intend to continue attending most events, as I 
have many friends in the driving world which 
I would not wish to lose. I will also keep my 
coach going as long as I can or as long as my 
team can.”

George Bowman said, “I will miss Geoff. He 
is a close friend, a good sportsman, and has 
been a great asset to driving trials.”

SUPPOrTErS

GENErAL

Margaret Lupton competing on the marathon in Breda 2010.
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