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OFFICIAL NEWS
There has a fabulous response to the reintroduction of Holker 
Driving Trials. Around 90 competitors travelled to Cumbria 
and enjoyed the weekend of competition and entertainment. 
Feedback on the BHDTA website has been incredibly positive 
so we hope this event is back to stay in the driving calendar.

Council Meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council takes place on Tuesday 
21st September.

BHDTA AGM and Conference
The BHDTA AGM will precede the Conference which is being 
held on Saturday 30th October in the Best Western Premier Yew 
Lodge Hotel, 3 Packington Hill, Kegworth, Derby, Derbyshire, 
DE74 2DF. You should have received a nomination form for 
Council and a copy of the Annual Accounts with your recent 
“Office News”. 

Please give consideration to who you would like to see 
represent your interests on Council (while remembering 
that meetings are mid week and at the Council member’s  
own expense).

Council members will be present at the Conference and will 
do their best to answer any questions and consider suggestions 
put forward by members. It is easier to get a definitive answer 
if the question is known in advance so any necessary research 
can be done. Please send any questions or suggestions to the 
BHDTA Office by Monday 25th October.

End of Season Party
This has been a wonderful function in recent years although, 
as she is expecting a baby at the beginning of October, Rachel 
will not be involved in this year’s function. Julie Camm has 
kindly agreed to take on the role of organiser. There will be a 
disco this year with tickets costing £40 for adults and £30 for  
Young Drivers.

For anyone wishing to stay over, a number of rooms have 
been reserved for this function. The hotel will only hold these 
until 30th September so book now to avoid disappointment. 
Phone reservations can be made to the Best Western Yew 
Lodge Hotel direct on 01509 672518 - mention that you are with 
the BHDTA function. 

Rooms are available as double or twin and cost £70 including 
B&B (£35/person if there are two people) on the Saturday 
night or £120 for two nights if you stay Friday/Saturday or  
Saturday/Sunday.

Watch the website: in due course there will be a form 
to complete with your nominations for the ever popular  
“Alternative Awards”. 

Live Scores
The BHDTA are delighted that members are appreciating the 
provision of live scores from events. The system depends on a 
mobile internet connection of sufficient strength which has been 
possible from both Erddig and Holker so far this year. 

EVENTS
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Zoe Ross has been the pioneer with the software at both 

events. A number of competitors were surprised when friends and 
family telephoned with congratulations before they had even had a 
chance to see the event scoreboard for themselves.

World Singles Championships
Congratulations to Ian Bertram and Pam Neill on their performance 
in Pratoni, Italy at the FEI Single Horse World Championships 
where Ian finished 16th individually and Pam 42nd to secure a 12th 
place finish for the British team out of 19 competing nations. (Full 
report see page 42).

Sadly, Jo Broadbent’s horse went lame and was unfit to 
compete and with the reserve unable to travel this left the British 
team with only two members. Both performed to a very high 
standard and achieved a very credible result. For more details of 
the competition and to read the daily blog from Jill Holah who was 
the Chef d’Equipe, look on the BHDTA website.

Training for Trials
With grant aid from Sport England, through the British Equestrian 
Federation, a new venture is being organised. This is initially in the 
Midlands area but, subject to ongoing funding, will take place in 
other regions over the next few years.

The aim of the course is to demonstrate how to prepare for 
and compete in horse driving trials. Heavily subsidised training 
for drivers, back-steppers and stewards is offered at South  
Staffordshire College, Rodbaston Campus, Near Penkridge, Staffs, 
ST19 5PH on Saturday 2nd October from 9.30am to 4.30pm, where 
the first day will consist of theory and demonstrations without horses  
or ponies.

Day 2 takes place at Catton Park driving trials course, near 
Alrewas, Staffs, DE12 8LN on Sunday 3rd October from 8.45am to 
5.00pm. This day offers practical training with your own turnout in 
individually timed sessions. Spaces are limited so early application 
is advised.

If you haven’t got a turnout, please come, observe and learn. 
The cost is £10 per person (for the two days) with an additional £5 
payable if you drive on the second day. 

To book a place contact Tony Gregory for an application form: 
Email: david@moose101.wanadoo.co.uk, or tel: 01902 763209.

Planned Changes
Following a review of the new class and event structure, Council 
have decided to implement a number of changes. Details still have 
to be finalised, but as the idea of having Novice Qualifiers at club 
events is not encouraging more drivers to make the transition to 
National events, these classes will be discontinued and National 
entry level will be the current Intermediate class. 

Progression from Open to Advanced classes will also be 
revised and no longer be compulsory and, due to low numbers 
of entries, tandem classes will be merged. This will also enable 
tandems with one horse and one pony to participate.  Regional 
events will return to the original format of filling gaps in the National 
calendar. There will be more details at the Conference.

Intermediate, Open and Advanced; are these the best names 
for the classes? If you can think of a better alternative, please 
contact the BHDTA office before the National Championships. 

Quad Bikes
Members are reminded that quad bikes are used at events 
at the organiser’s discretion. Should you have a permanent 
or temporary disability which means you are unable to walk 
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obstacles, you should contact the BHDTA Office to obtain the 
necessary pass. 

You will need to submit a copy of your local authority 
blue badge and evidence of your entitlement to a disability 
payment. Temporary passes will need a letter from your doctor 
and be issued on an event by event basis. Passes should be 
displayed on quads at all times to confirm that you are entitled 
to use your machine in this way.

National Championships
10-12th  September
Competitors who have qualified for the National Championships 
have been sent an entry form, schedule and details of the event. 
Entries from qualifiers at Grangewood Regional and Brockham 
Harness Club Novice Qualifier (Goodwood) must be notified to 
the BHDTA by Tuesday 24th August and entries from qualifiers 
at West Newton Regional by Monday 30th August. 

Please telephone the BHDTA Office (0845 6432116) 
immediately after the qualifying event to confirm your intention 
to enter and obtain a copy of the official entry form.

There will be a full catering service and licensed bar which 
will commence on Friday morning. There will be a Drinks Party 
on Friday evening for all stewards, competitors and sponsors. 
On Saturday evening there will be a BBQ with music in the 
catering tent.   

Horse First, the Irish equine supplement manufacturer, 
are delighted to be involved this year. Speaking at their head 
office near Newry, Co Down, Robert Johnston said, “This year 
Horse First are presenting rosettes to the winning grooms 
of the marathon phase in recognition of the ‘team’ effort. At 
Horse First we have the right range of products for all phases 
of the competition”.

In addition to the new winning grooms awards, the company 
is also sponsoring an obstacle and providing hampers for 
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all class winners. To find out more about the 
Horse First range, visit www.horsefirst.net.

Young Drivers and  
Para Equestrian 
National Championships 25/26th September
Entries close: Wednesday 15th September
For the first time the venue at Escrick Park 
will host two events in the one weekend. 
Sponsorship from feed manufacturer Baileys 
will enable the Young Drivers and Para 
Equestrian drivers to share the venue for their 
respective championships. 

The course will feature six exciting 
obstacles, all decorated with different 
themes, and a marathon route that is all on 
private land away from public roads. The 
route is very scenic and undulates through  
attractive woodland. 

On Saturday night there will be a disco 
in the main marquee. To ensure you don’t 
miss out, check full details and rules in the  
BHDTA Yearbook.

The most recent 200 Club Draws took place at 
Catton and Holker with cash prizes as follows:

Catton
£100 Jack Collins £50 Moira MacMillan
£30 Martyn Willis £20 Jane Isaac

Holker
£50 Angela Flanagan £30 Donald Wood £20 
Joanna Bassett

FEI TV
The International Equestrian Federation (FEI) 
has added a new download section to its 
official video website, FEI TV (www.feitv.org). 

It offers “pay as you go” access in 
four categories — competition highlights, 
documentaries and entertainment, training 
and content for young/grassroots riders. 

Content on www.feitv.org and its  
download section will be regularly updated. 
Prices start at just 75 Euro cents (60p) for six 
and a half minutes of action from the FEI World 
Equestrian Games 2006 — team jumping.

SUPPOrTErS

Fred Pendlebury in obstacle six sponsored by Hayes Garden World in front 
of Holker Hall. 
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