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OFFICIAL NEWS
Council Meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council takes place on Tuesday 
21st September.

Brighton
Sadly Brighton has run for the final time. This event has been very 
popular for many years which is down to the friendly and efficient 
team of organisers. The venue will be sadly missed and the BHDTA 
wish to extend a huge vote of thanks to everyone involved with the 
organisation for so long and in particular Rita Bundock and Dick 
Carey who were crucial to the event’s success.

Director of Marketing Appointed
Over several years, various Marketing Committees have found 
great difficulty in marketing the Association on a voluntary basis.  
Following a recommendation from the current committee, and after 
much soul searching and debate, Council have resolved to appoint 
a full- time Director of Marketing.  At the July Council meeting Chris 
Hillman was appointed in this new role, initially for one year. He said, 
“I am absolutely delighted to become the first full-time Director of 
Marketing for the BHDTA. It’s a very exciting challenge and one to 
which I intend to commit totally.”

Chris feels horse driving trials has all the elements to acquire 
major sponsorship and mainstream TV coverage having many 
opportunities to develop new and dynamic formats and competitor 
experiences. He hopes members and clubs will feel they have a 
resource that they can bounce ideas off and get help on such things 
as fund-raising, recruitment and developing new formats.

“I’d like to say a big personal thank you to George Bowman who 
has helped me enormously in developing my ideas.... and of course 
the BHDTA Council for taking a very ambitious step to securing 
the sport’s future,” said Chris. He would be delighted to hear from 
anyone who would like to discuss the vision we have for the sport’s 
future and looks forward to some lively discussions over the next 
few months. Chris can be contacted on 07795 156850 or by email 
at marketing@horsedrivngtrials.co.uk. 

Chris has been involved in driving trials for three years and is 
amazed at what a well kept secret our sport is. He has had a varied 
career and been involved with fund-raising in both charitable and 
corporate environments. He is already working on some exciting 
new ideas to take the sport of horse driving trials forward so watch 
the website and these pages for further reports as he develops  
his ideas.

EVENTS
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The BHDTA are delighted to 
announce that David Brown 
has been promoted from the 
probationary list to fully qualified 
Course Designer. Davy has 
assisted at National events 
including Erddig, Hopetoun, 
Castle Kennedy and Holker, has 
taken full responsibility for the 
West Newton Regional event for 
two years and his expertise and 
technical knowledge is invaluable 
to club events around Scotland.

Necarne Regional
Entries close : Saturday 7th August
Necarne takes place on 13-15th August and offers permanent 
stabling on site if required and catering on site from Friday to 
Sunday. A Wine and Cheese Reception will be held on the 
Friday evening and a Supper Dance will be organised for the 
Saturday evening in a local hotel. Necarne Estate is adjacent 
to Irvinestown, approximately 10 miles from Enniskillen, Co 
Fermanagh.

West Newton Regional 
Entries close: Thursday 5th August
The most northerly event in the driving calendar takes place 
on 28-29th August and offers seven well built and varied 
obstacles. Visitors from south of the border agreed the drive 
north was worth the effort. Tickets for the popular ceilidh on 
Saturday night should be paid with your entries. There will be a 
catering van on site on Saturday and Sunday so why not make 
the trip north and enjoy the splendid scenery while competing 
at this Regional event which will not be running again in the 
regional format.

National Championships  
Queen Victoria’s Review Ground, Windsor Great Park
Entries close: Monday 16th August

Pre-Catton Park results, exactly 100 drivers had booked 
their place at this year’s National Championships (including 
2009 champions defending their titles) which take place on 
10-12th September. Both Novice and Intermediate Horse 
classes and Novice Pony have the potential to be extremely 
competitive if the qualifiers have been anything to go by. One 
or two names have started to dominate – it remains to be seen 
if their performances continue at Windsor.

Conversely, the Intermediate Pony, Advanced Pony, 
Advanced Pony Pairs and both Tandem classes are looking a 
bit thin on the ground at present but hopefully this will improve 
before September.

It will be interesting to watch competitors who have moved 
up a level as they come up against their more experienced 
peers. Having justifiably qualified at National and Regional 
events through the season they will be keen to make their mark 
in these hotly-contested classes.

Tony Bache, BHDTA Chairman, welcomes Chris Hillman, the new 
Director of Marketing. 

David Brown is now a fully 
qualified Course Designer. 
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Jill Holah is enjoying a well-deserved retirement from 

organising the championships, a mantle taken over this year by 
Sally Moreton. Sally has many years’ experience of officiating 
at national events and, with several ‘new’ names on the team 
for 2010, the championships are set for a fresh look – from 
the re-siting of the Victoria Enclosure on Saturday to new 
or revamped obstacles and a revised marathon course (see 
‘Windsor, here we come!’ (See pages 28-29).
The team is indebted to sponsors and trade stand holders 
who all help to add to the atmosphere but there is always 
room for more! If you are interested in sponsoring an obstacle 
or other aspect of the event please contact Sally Moreton 
on 01526 388643; prospective trade stand holders should 
contact Duncan Bull on 01784 257119. Sponsorship is open to 
negotiation while trade stand exhibitors will get a discounted 
rate if fully paid up bookings are received before 6th August!

With BDS Private Driving and Light Trade Turnout classes 
taking part in the main arena on Saturday, the BHDTA National 
Championships is THE biggest gathering of carriage drivers 
in the UK. Why not treat yourself to a Victoria Enclosure 
membership and enjoy VIP treatment and viewing? Contact 
Sheila Hawking on 01977 682298 for further details but hurry - 
membership is limited!

For more information on the National Championships visit: 
www.windsordriving.co.uk; nearer the time you can download 
start lists and view results at the end of each day’s competition.

The most recent 200 Club Draws took place at Royal Windsor 
Horse Show and Sandringham with cash prizes as follows:

RWHS
£50 Peter and Julie Pethybridge
£30 Liza Wood  £20 Tony Bache

Sandringham
£100 Carol Mansfield   £50 Tony Booth
£30 Eric Moss              £20 Goldie Francis

Wedding Bells
Rachel Stevens and 
Paul Bellière-Wilson got 
married on Saturday 
3rd July, taking full 
advantage of the glorious 
summer weather and a 
season away from the 
carriage driving circuit!  
The fabulous family affair 
was put together at the 
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last minute, just to keep everyone on their toes, 
but the complete family made it even with only 
15 days notice, including the foreign raiders 
from France and Holland.

So, you now have a few months of practice 
with the new surname before Mr and Mrs 
Bellière-Wilson appear back on the circuit next 
year with, all being well, a new addition to the 
family (due in October). 

Sport England Grant
The BEF and Sport England have  
awarded BHDTA £21,575 grant monies this 
year, and together with some of last year’s 
grant which has not yet been spent we have 
£26,157 to spend.

It is carefully targeted by BEF/SE and  
is for UKcc Coach Training at levels 1 and 3, 
continuing with encouragement for disabled 
drivers, training to encourage new competitors 
to National Events, training for teams 
representing us at World Championships,  
a lecture from a sport psychologist for all  
those who did not attend the lecture at 
Stoneleigh this year and further group sessions 
for those that did.

We have to account for every penny and 
although £26K sounds a lot of money it is 
spread very thin.  Most members should have 
an opportunity to participate in something 
arising from it, but places will be limited so keep 
your eyes on the Website, these pages and our 
Newsletters and when there is something for 
you, act quickly or you may be too late.

Responsibility and Cost 
Sharing (Horse Tax)
DEFRA have thanked those who responded 
to the consultation on the draft Animal Health 
Bill published in January 2010 by the previous 
government. The Coalition Government 
does not intend to proceed with this Bill. The 
Government will investigate ways to share with 
livestock keepers the responsibility for preparing 
for and dealing with outbreaks of disease. 
It will take stock of the recommendations of 
the independently chaired Responsibility and 
Cost Sharing Advisory Group before bringing 
forward its proposals. The Advisory Group 
has been asked to report by December 2010. 
Information about the Advisory Group can be 
found on the DEFRA website [http://www.defra.
gov.uk/foodfarm/policy/animalhealth/sharing/
advisory-grp/index.htm]. The government 
will take account of views expressed by all 
interested parties.

SUPPORTERS

The happy couple, Mr and 
Mrs Paul Bellière-Wilson.
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