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OFFICIAL NEWS
Council Meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council takes place on 
Tuesday 13th July. 

Insurance
Please read the information regarding “What is Covered?” by your 
BHDTA insurance which is detailed on page 79 of your BHDTA 
Yearbook. The cover is for legal liability and personal accident. 
Legal liability covers you in case you are sued by a third party 
and you are found to be at fault; this can be millions if there is a 
severe injury. 

This type of insurance is not paid out until a full and thorough 
investigation has been conducted by the insurance investigators. 
If you wish to have the additional cover of an “all risks” policy in 
case of an accident, this will be considerably more expensive 
but there are many insurance companies who can offer this 
to individuals. 

If you suffer damage caused by another member’s horse or 
carriage you are not covered directly. You have to claim off the 
other member, and the insurance will pay out if, after investigation, 
he/she is found to be legally liable.

Novice Qualifi ers
The following events will be running Novice Qualifi ers for the 
National Championships. 
• Blandings Regional Event, Cambridgeshire, 5th/6th June
• Newnham Regional Event, Plymouth, 19th/20th June
• Chester Horse DTG at Llanymynech, Powys, 19th/20th June
• East Anglian Carriage DG at Sandringham, Norfolk, 
 26th/27th June
• Midlands Driving Trials, Offchurch Bury, Leamington 
 Spa, 3rd/4th July
• Allerton Park Regional Event, N. Yorkshire, 17th/18th July
• Necarne Regional Event, Co. Fermanagh, 13th-15th August 
• Grangewood Regional Event, Derbyshire, 21st/22nd August
• Brockham Harness Club, Goodwood, W. Sussex, 
 21st/22nd August
• West Newton Regional Event, Arbroath, 28th/29th August

For the full list of dates, details and links to the organising 
clubs, please log on to the BHDTA website 

www.horsedrivingtrials.co.uk.

Newnham Park 
Closing date: Saturday 5th June
After a few years break, we are delighted to welcome Newnham 
Park back to the driving calendar as a Regional Event in 2010 on 
19th and 20th June. The three-section marathon includes a water 
obstacle and offers a fastest obstacle cash prize.

Additional barbecue tickets can be purchased for Saturday 
evening if required but remember that your entry fee 
includes tickets. For further information about the park and 
surrounding area.

Look up the website at: www.newnham.co.uk.

EVENTS

BRITISH HORSE DRIVING TRIALS
Wallace Cameron HDT 
at Sandringham
Closing date: Monday 7th June
The event at Sandringham takes place from 25th to 27th June. Once 
again there is a different 3 section marathon this year. There have 
also been improvements made to the water obstacle, which has been 
reconstructed and cleaned out, and the crown obstacle, number 
four, is also being re-designed. This should make the marathon a 
very interesting drive. There will be the usual bar but this year there 
will also be a marquee served by Kate’s Kitchen food outlet.

Please help the organisers who need more stewards on marathon 
day Saturday 26th June. The stewards’ caravan park is probably in 
one of the best parks in England and you are very welcome to come 
and spend a few days seeing the Norfolk countryside and beaches. 

All the organisers ask in return is your time on marathon day. 
If you are not an experienced steward please do not worry as 
you will be placed with an experienced crew who will ‘show you 
the ropes’.

Contact Sally Moreton: 07739 479241 or 01526 388643.  

Saddlers’ Company Awards
The Saddlers’ Company generously present awards to drivers every 
year. These take the form of vouchers which can be exchanged for 
saddlery and horse clothing from a member of the Society of Master 
Saddlers. 

The vouchers are worth £60 and can be used as part payment 
for a more expensive item.

These are awarded to the winners of the Intermediate classes for 
ponies and horses at National and Regional events. At the National 
Championships, winners of the Intermediate classes will receive 
leather reins. 

This is a substantial incentive for newly qualifi ed drivers from the 
Novice classes to move up to Intermediate level in 2010.

Arena Trials: Chepstow
This event is based on the combined obstacle and cones courses 
originally created by the World Cup series for four-in-hands. It 
will take place as a demonstration event, during a 40-minute 
slot in the main arena of the Chepstow Agricultural Show on 
14th August, using a number of different turnouts. Michael 
Wall and James Broome will commentate and the Forest of 

Robert Wilkinson in obstacle two at the Land Rover International Driving 
Grand Prix at Royal Windsor.  Land Rover have extended their valued 
sponsorship of this Four-in-hand World Cup qualifi er for another three years.
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Dean Driving Trials Group are doing all the stewarding and 
course building.  

Information will be available about the sport in general and 
the local club. If there is anyone that would like to help promote 
our sport to a rural community, please contact James Broome 
as follows.

Contact: james@theshowground.com.

Clarifi cation of Dressage Tests 
There appears to be some doubt with competitors regarding 
movements 11, 12 and 13 in the BHDTA Dressage Tests 
1a and 1b (2009) and the Judges Committee wish to clarify 
these movements.

The written size in metres of each loop refers to the depth of the 
loop along the centre line. The tests require a straight part in each 
loop as it reaches the centre line, where a different movement is 
performed. All loops in movements 11, 12 and 13 go to the edge of 
the arena in both tests.

Movement diagrams can be downloaded from the reference 
section and laminated versions can be obtained from 
BHDTA Merchandise.

New look to cones
Carol Meredith, one of our foremost cones course designers, has 
suggested some alternatives to the traditional zig-zag in the cones 
phase. These were approved by Council so you can expect to see 
them being introduced at a number of events this season. 

You can view details of the various new options on the 
BHDTA website.

Potential Confl ict between Club and 
National events averted
The BHDTA Council has set a deadline of midnight on the 
Sunday prior to an event for competitors at a club event or who 
are using the permanent obstacles as a training facility. The fl ags 
for the national competition will not be put in place until after this 
cut-off point. 

The course designers of the respective events will work 
together to ensure the obstacles are fl agged differently and, 
where possible, move the entry and exit gates to ensure a different 
appearance to the obstacle.

Qualifying Events
Competitors with international aspirations may be delighted to 
know that there is a further opportunity to secure FEI qualifying 
scores at the 2010 National Championships.

Equine Doping – What FEI registered 
drivers need to know
From 5th April 2010, equine doping rules changed. There will 
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be a new set of FEI Rules and a new Prohibited 
List. For the moment that list will set out that 
bute and the other NSAIDs are prohibited 
substances. That situation may change after 
the FEI GA in November when the issues will 
be debated in full and a decision taken, so 
watch this space for updates.

Doping (which falls under the World Anti-
Doping Code in the same way as doping in 
humans) is separated out from medication 
control (which is there for welfare reasons) in 
the new FEI Rules. This is linked to a change 
in the approach to the Prohibited List which is 
much more specifi c about what is prohibited so 
this should allow riders and their vets increased 
certainty and enable them to avoid mistakes.

A Medication Logbook must now be kept 
for each horse recording the date, substance 
and dosage of all treatments administered to 
the horse which involve a prohibited substance 
and details of the person who administered 
the treatment. 

This logbook can be inspected by the FEI 
Tribunal if a violation of the rules is alleged. 
The FEI have set up a very useful Clean Sport 
website at www.feicleansport.org.

Take a good look at the website and, at a 
minimum, look at the Athletes’ Guide and 
download a copy of the new Prohibited List: 
(www.feicleansport.org/ProhibitedSubstances
List_Jan2010.pdf).

For the full text of this article from the BEF and 
a sample logbook which can be downloaded, 
look in the news and international sections of 
the BHDTA website. There are also extensive 
amounts of information on the BEF website 
under Information for Competitors where the 
FEI has produced a top 10 list of things you need 
to know.

Be Tick Aware
Lyme disease charity BADA-UK (Borreliosis 
and Associated Diseases Awareness-UK) has 
issued a warning to be aware of tick-borne 
disease while out and about over the spring and 
summer months.

Ticks carrying Borreliosis (also known as 
Lyme disease) are found throughout the UK 
and pose a health risk to driver and horse 
alike. Lyme disease is transmitted via the bite 
of an infected tick and can lead to serious 
complications including damage to the nervous 
system, joints, heart and other tissues. 
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