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OFFICIAL NEWS
Council Meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council takes place on 
Tuesday 13th July. 

Changes to Driving Legislation
New driving licensing legislation revoking ‘grandfather rights’ to 
accompany learner drivers in small lorries, buses and vehicle 
plus trailer combinations will have a profound impact on the 
equestrian industry according to The British Horse Society.

From 6th April 2010 drivers who passed their car driving test 
before January 1997 will no longer be able to act as ‘supervising’ 
drivers to those learning to drive small lorries, buses and vehicle 
plus trailer combinations (but not car/horse trailer combinations 
ie Category B+E). Crucially for the equestrian industry this will 
include 7.5 tonne horse boxes.

A detailed description of the changes from 
the DSA is available on The British Horse 
Society website.

In the South 
The southern affi liated clubs’ 
combined offi cials training 
was held at The Guards 
Polo Club in Windsor Great 
Park on Saturday 20th 
March. There were a total 
of 65 delegates; one person 
came all the way from Co 
Tipperary. 

Peter Bridson started the 
day with details of health and 
safety and risk assessment and 
its relevance to horse driving trials. 
Delegates then split into groups with 
Ian Douglas taking the stewards, Mark 
Ingham took the course designers and 
Liza Wood addressed the judges.

Although the weather was inclement, with light 
rain, the delegates moved out to a prepared dressage 
arena, where three guinea pigs were ready to perform the 
intermediate test for the judges to practice what they had learned 
from their training, our thanks must go to Sue Mayes with her 
single pony, Gill Anslow, with her pony pair and Sarah Garnett, 
with her single horse, who all braved the uncomfortable rain.

Meanwhile the course designers were split up into groups to 
fl ag a prepared obstacle using “on the top” elements. Two of the 
plans were chosen by Mark for the course designers to physically 
fl ag up and measure, using a wheel. The drivers were then asked 
to drive the obstacle to enable the delegates to discuss the 
outcome.

The stewards were asked to time the drivers and were able to 
compare their times. Ian also took a group of stewards to practice 
the holdup procedure.

EVENTS

BRITISH HORSE DRIVING TRIALS
There was also a short cones course laid out for delegates 

to discuss while one of the volunteers drove the course.
At about 4pm the delegates returned back to the club house 

for cake and biscuits and had the last chance to discuss the 
day before fi nally fi nishing at 5pm.

Thanks must go to the trainers, the three guinea pigs and 
Martyn Willis and Steve Lucas who helped set up and put away 
the outside arenas, and the Guards Polo Club for the use of 
their new club house.

In the North 
Fifty people attended the joint Club Judges and Course 
Designers’ Clinic at Croftop Equestrian Centre in Lancashire on 
3rd April. With numbers fairly equally divided it became obvious 
that the ladies were more interested in dressage while course 
designing was defi nitely more for the boys.

Trainer Mark Ingham started with a power point presentation 
and a discussion on building dressage arenas and designing 

marathon courses and obstacles. He also reminded 
everyone of the rules revisions for this year.

Sarah Garnett emphasised the 
need, especially at club level, to be 

encouraging to drivers and give 
positive comments to help them 

improve and gave advice on 
how to deal with lame or 
unsafe horses and errors 
of course in the dressage 
phase.

After a much needed 
bacon roll and coffee 
Mark took his participants 
into the school to build an 
obstacle “by committee”. 
Jeff Ormerod then drove 
it and a discussion was 
held on how it drove and 
alternative routes. To fi nish 

with Mark put up a few 
cones and gave advice on 

right angles and measuring of 
distances and possible loops. 
Sarah moved into the larger 

school where Jeff, Glenys Ellis 
and Christine Twigg drove dressage 

movements and all those taking part 
worked in groups allocating marks. Many 

people were surprised at how many things the judge 
had to look at and take into account. 

All delegates commented how much they had learned from 
both trainers.

Novice Qualifi ers
The following events will be running Novice Qualifi ers for the 
National Championships. 

Scottish Carriage Driving Association, St Fort, Newport 
on Tay, 15/16 May

Windsor Park Equestrian Club, Windsor, Berks 22/23 May
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The current Intermediate Single 
National Champion, Roger Campbell, 

with Margi Hawkin’s Othello.
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S ASSOCIATION OFFICIAL NEWS
Blandings Regional Event, Cambridgeshire, 5/6 June
Newnham Regional Event, Plymouth, 19/20 June
Chester Horse Driving Trials Group, Llanymynech, 

Powys, 19/20 June
East Anglian Carriage Driving Group, Sandringham, 

Norfolk, 26/27 June
For the full list of dates, details and links to the organising 

clubs, please log on to the BHDTA website 
www.horsedrivingtrials.co.uk.

Blandings
Closing date: Sunday 16th May
The fi rst of this season’s regional events is at Blandings on 5/6 
June. This is a new venue to the national circuit based on the 
Cambridgeshire / Suffolk boarder with easy access from the A11. 

Blandings is on fl at, sandy, free-draining soil, has beautifully 
fl at dressage arenas and eight challenging open obstacles. 
The event includes junior classes. 

A warm welcome awaits competitors and stewards alike.

Brighton
Closing date: Thursday 20th May
Brighton Horse Driving Trials, 2010 will see the end of an era 
of Horse Driving Trials held at Stanmer Park.

The fi rst Brighton HDT event was held in 1981 after a group 
of non-carriage driving people from Brighton Council, lead by 
Mike Griffi ths, thought it would be a good idea. Mike did a great 
deal of the work with the help of Peter and a few others. After 
a year or two Sue Vine took over as secretary and remained 
as such for more than 20 years. What a record! In those days 
obstacles were called hazards, and consisted of barrels, 
posts and fl oating bollards in the dew pond. Carriages were of 
any type from traditional to decidedly country and most were 
original as the sport was still young and few had thought of “a 
marathon vehicle”. 

The marathon course was over rough tracks hardly wide 
enough for a single let alone a team, up and down the steep 
hills (brakes – what brakes?) across the fi elds and tracks on 
the farmland that surrounds Stanmer Park. 

Hazards clinging to the steep sides of the park, around 
trees and in them as well. As time passed the obstacles 
became more subtle, bridge and steps were introduced, those 
steps were something else! Distance: anywhere from 20 to 
27 kilometres, sometimes three sections – sometimes fi ve 
sections.  

Sadly all good things come to an end and Brighton Horse 
Driving Trials at Stanmer Park is in the fi nal stages of life. 

The park and land ownership have changed, making the 
course a little more diffi cult to fi nd each year. 

Breaking with tradition, Brighton is running later in the 
season this year, 11th – 13th June, so hopefully the weather 
will be more settled. The dressage will be in the normal place 
providing one of the best arenas in the country.

Dave Watts and Andy Hunniset have carried the course 
builder’s banner for many years, building great obstacles and 
will build this fi nal course. Hopefully the park has not changed 
too much with the ‘improvements’ that are being made.

British Horse Driving Trials Association, East Overhill, Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT.  
Tel: 0845 643 2116    Email: bhdta@horsedrivingtrials.co.uk    Website: www.horsedrivingtrials.co.uk    

Offi ce open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon   

There will be a reception on Friday evening 
for the presentation of awards and dressage 
rosettes plus the TD briefi ng.

It is hoped that another venue in Sussex to 
replace Stanmer Park and a new revitalised 
team can be found so that horse driving trials 
will continue to fl ourish in the south east of 
England.

Allerton Park
Closing date:3rd July
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the date of 
the Allerton Park Regional HDT has had to be 
changed.

The event will now take place on 
17th -18th July.

FEI Passports
It is essential to check that your horse has a 
valid fl u vaccination record with a minimum 
of the fi rst two injections before submitting it 
to be upgraded to an international passport.
Remember that new applications have to be 
sent back for a stamp after you have signed 
it so leave plenty of time fo this to happen; at 
least four weeks is needed and longer at times 
of high demand. 

All the relevant forms can be found on the 
BHDTA website. 

WEG
Sadly Britain is unable to send a driving team 
to WEG in America this year. The BEF fund-
raising has not generated suffi cient funds to 
meet our needs and the BHDTA is not in a 
position to offer any fi nancial support. 

Entries for this year’s FEI World 
Championships are likely to be very low. 
Many leading driving nations, including the 
Hungarians, are unable to send teams because 
of the cost involved.

BHDTA Supporters
If you are attending any of the National Events 
or Royal Windsor Horse Show, remember you 
can pop into the Supporters Tent for a chat 
and a coffee. They also sell various items of 
merchandise.

FEI World Cup Final
Well done to Boyd Exell - the new 
FEI World Cup Driving Champion 2010, 
see page 47.

INTERNATIONAL


