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OFFICIAL NEWS

Council Meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council takes place on 
Wednesday 14th April.

Publicity
We have been offered an opportunity to take a journalist from 
Horse & Rider magazine round Catton National to promote 
our sport. The journalist is Nicky Moffatt who is a competent 
horsewoman with extensive riding experience. She is also 
taking part in an Endurance GB ride in 2010. She is fi t and 
active and happy to take on the role of a competition groom.

We are looking for an experienced driver and horse or pony 
combination to allow her to experience the thrills of the marathon 
phase of the competition and to give her some background 
information on the day. Would anyone be willing to volunteer 
to have her as their marathon groom at Catton in July? This 
would be for a feature in early 2011 as the publication features 
schedule is planned well in advance.

Single Pony Class Representative
Sara Simmons has resigned as Single Pony Class 
Representative and we are grateful to her for the work she 
has done on behalf of her fellow competitors. There will be a 
meeting of the Single Ponies (all classes including Novice) at 
Ashfi elds to elect her successor. This will take place at 6pm on 
Thursday evening at Cathy Willis’ lorry. Please ask the stable 
manager for directions if you don’t know Cathy’s lorry. If you 
are unable to attend but wish to nominate someone for this 
post (with their permission!), send a note to the BHDTA offi ce 
by Monday 3rd May.

National Combined Training Clinic 
This year the Training Committee decided on a joint clinic 
for all the BHDTA offi cials so that everybody could learn and 
appreciate the various jobs that are done by the different offi cials 
which go towards the teamwork required to make a successful 
driving event. The emphasis of this clinic was communication 
and cooperation.  

Three top course directors took the 62 offi cials through an 
extremely interesting two days at The Unicorn Trust, Stow on 
the Wold. On Saturday morning Barry Marshall, a top ridden 
dressage rider, List 1 judge and pony driver, along with Andrew 
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Counsell, produced an extremely instructive separate session 
with the judges, using Robert Buck and Frank Campbell as 
‘guinea pigs’.  Johann Jacobs from the Netherlands, an Offi cial 
FEI Course Designer, gave some equally interesting instruction 
to the CDs, and Philip Bateman, our own FEI Offi cial TD, took 
charge of the Technical Delegates with assistance from Ian 
Douglas. In the afternoon there was a really instructive joint 
session with a power point presentation given by Philip.

There was another change to the evening format; this year 
the Unicorn Trust laid on a great ‘sit down’ dinner for everyone. 
Seating arrangements had been done by a draw so that many 
people were sitting with colleagues that they did not know well, 
and this resulted in a really good evening of discussion and 
exchange of ideas.

We must give a huge vote of thanks to Sydney Smith and 
all her helpers at the Unicorn Trust. Every year they make us 
welcome. All three clinics were very well received and the 
feedback from them has been very good.

We are especially grateful to the Trustees of the Special 
Development Fund for their generous sponsorship of this event.

New Initiative
Following requests from some competitors, Council agreed 
that events may run an additional class at the end of the day 
for anyone wishing to compete with a second turnout. This 
class would therefore accommodate a wide variety of different 
turnouts. Please contact the event organiser if you wish to enter 
such a class as this will depend on demand and the schedule 
for each event.

Entry Forms 
These are available on the website to print as required. The 
Word version enables you to save it into your own computer. If 
you do not have internet access, please telephone or write to 
the offi ce with a note of the number of entry forms you require.

Competence Cards
Anyone wishing to qualify to take part in their fi rst National 
Novice (Level 2) with a single or their fi rst National (Open) with 
a multiple will be required to have a completed Competence 
Card. These are available to download from the website or by 
contacting the BHDTA offi ce. They should be fi lled in at club 
competitions on the day. It is important to let the organiser 
know if you want a Competence Card to be completed so 
that the judges can be asked to pay particular attention to 
your turnout.

CLINICS

The interested crowd of offi cials at the BHDTA National Combined Training Clinic watching the demonstrations in the 
superb indoor arena at the Unicorn Trust.
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Novice Qualifi ers
The following events will be running early Novice Qualifi ers for 
the National Championships. 

North East Driving Trials Club 
at Escrick Park, N Yorkshire 17th /18th April
Scottish Carriage Driving Association 
at St Fort 15th /16th May
Windsor Park Equestrian Club 
at Windsor, Berks 22nd /23rd May
Details and links to the organising clubs are available on the 

website www.horsedrivingtrials.co.uk .

Ashfi elds
Closing date: Wednesday 21st April.
Ashfi elds has easily accessed obstacles which are all within 
walking distance of each other and not far from the stabling 
fi eld. There will be a licensed bar throughout the event which 
will serve hot snacks during the day. Make sure you keep Friday 
evening free for the Pimms’ reception for volunteers, sponsors, 
judges and competitors in the Clubhouse. Saturday evening 
sees the Ashfi elds’ Charity and Spring Party take place with a 
western theme this year. 

For further details and tickets costing £20 each, please 
contact Lisa Jopson on 07956 177015. Tickets can also be paid 
with your entry which should be sent to Jacqui Clarke whose 
contact details are in the Yearbook.

The following classes have been scheduled as FEI qualifying 
classes: Advanced Horse Singles, Advanced Horse Pairs, 
Horse Fours, Advanced Pony Singles, Advanced Pony Pairs 
and Pony Fours.

Hopetoun
Closing date: Friday 30th April.
Hopetoun HDT runs from 28-30th May. This is the northernmost 
National held in the UK, yet less than 2 miles from a motorway. 
There has been no increase in entry fees for 2010. This year’s 
marathon runs through the stunning grounds of Hopetoun 
House, with a few changes to two of the obstacles. Last year’s 
innovation, hot showers, will be available again!

Selection classes this year are for Horse Four-in-Hands and 
Advanced Horse Singles. FEI qualifying classes are scheduled 
for Advanced Horse Singles, Advanced Horse Pairs, Horse 
Fours, Advanced Pony Singles, Advanced Pony Pairs and 
Pony Fours.

As usual there is a drinks reception on Friday evening and 
a ceilidh on Saturday evening with an on-site bar and catering 
by Highland Cuisine in the main marquee and the stabling fi eld 
from Thursday onwards.

The Farriers’ Award will be presented to the farrier and 
owner of the best-shod animal in the Intermediate Horse and 
Pony Single and Open Horse and Pony Single classes.

Rayrigg Kia Holker Press Launch
The Rayrigg Kia Holker Horse Driving Trials 2010 had a 
press launch recently. Lord Cavendish made members of the 
organising committee and the press very welcome and took 
an active part in the promotion. George Bowman and his crew 
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brought the horse team, and talked eloquently 
about Holker’s resurrection.

Chris Hillman worked really hard to get all 
the press together, including Border Tyne Tees 
and BBC Radio Cumbria. The Westmorland 
Gazette photographers and reporters were 
there as were the North-West Evening Mail 
reporter and photographer. Check the BHDTA 
website for links to all the publications.

Two of the main sponsors were also at 
Holker. Rayrigg Kia are the title sponsors 
and the offi cial name is now The Rayrigg Kia 
Holker Horse Driving Trials 2010. David Smith, 
the owner and Stephen Slattery, the dealer 
principal came to the launch. They will lend at 
least two of their vehicles for use by offi cials 
throughout the three days.

Cumbria Crystal are sponsoring the 
Saturday and also donating a wonderful goblet 
worth £75 to each class winner. Ian Dillon, the 
MD is very pleased to be involved with such a 
prestigious local event, and will be presenting 
the goblets personally to all 14 class winners on 
the Sunday. Briery Homes are sponsoring the 
Sunday but unfortunately no one was available 
to attend. 

Wallace Cameron Trials 
at Sandringham
The chairman and organising committee are 
pleased to announce that Wallace Cameron 
Ltd has agreed to be the main sponsor at the 
Sandringham National Driving Trials in 2010.

Wallace Cameron Ltd has been servicing 
the needs of the fi rst aid market for over 60 
years and have been involved at Sandringham 
for some time, but this year are extremely 
welcome as the event’s full sponsor.

Horse Fours Selection Events 
Following the reintroduction of Holker to the 
National calendar, it has been agreed by 
Council that the selection events for the Horse 
Fours in 2010 are Ashfi elds, Royal Windsor, 
Hopetoun, Sandringham and Holker. This 
means Beekbergen, which clashes with Holker, 
will no longer be a selection event.

If it is not fi nancially possible to send a 
team to WEG 2010 in Kentucky, it is planned 
to use the selection events to send teams 
to international team competitions on the 
continent in 2011.

INTERNATIONAL


