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OFFICIAL NEWS
The Council wish all the BHDTA members, their friends and our 
loyal supporters a very Happy New Year.

Despite recent reports in other equestrian publications, written 
in the sensational style of tabloid journalism, we can assure 
members that, while the number of national events for 2010 is not 
at its highest, there is no cause for concern at present and new 
national venues are being sought. 

In addition, the BHDTA has enjoyed an increase in membership 
for the second year running and the level of competitors at national 
events has been maintained despite the current economic climate. 
After a healthy fi nancial report from our treasurer at the conference, 
we were all surprised to discover that some people feel national 
driving trials is in decline. We are one of the few organisations 
who have maintained the same level of membership subscription 
for the third year and event entry fees have been kept the same 
for 2010. 

The introduction of regional events has worked well in its fi rst 
year and will continue. These remain a stepping stone from club 
to national events.

We are also looking forward to the new dining arrangements for 
the summer events following successful pony four-in-hand driver 
Helen Cruickshank’s recent brush with broadcasting on “Come 
Dine With Me”. 

Have you been out and about letting people know about our 
sport? Let us know if you can beat that.

BRITISH HORSE DRIVING TRIALS
Council Meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council takes place at the 
beginning of January.

AGM and Conference 2010
Following a number of requests from members to avoid the Welsh 
Pony and Cob sales and the need to move the date back in the 
calendar, we are able to confi rm the 2010 AGM and BHDTA 
Conference will take place on Saturday 30th October. 

Please make a note of this date in your new diaries.

Membership
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that memberships 
for 2010 fall due on 1st January and your insurance cover will lapse 
if this is not renewed before 31st January. 

You should have received a renewal form in December with 
your newsletter. If, over the festive period this has been misplaced, 
you can print one from the website or join on-line. Membership 
cards will be sent with the yearbooks before the end of January.

New Committees
Individual BHDTA committees have been updated on the website. 
At the last council meeting it was agreed to form a new Offi cials 
Committee. 

This is intended to oversee all offi cials and encourage greater 
interaction between them. The joint conference this year is 
another step in this direction. At present, judges have their own 
committee but Course Designers and TDs do not have a collective 
representation. The committee will be formed by representatives 
from all the offi cial areas.

Combined Clinic
The Training Committee has organised a joint conference on 
the weekend of 27th/28th February at the Unicorn Trust, Stow 
on the Wold. You should have received a booking form with your 
December newsletter. 

This is aimed at judges, course designers and technical 
delegates. A Safety Clinic is also being incorporated into this 
weekend. The format is changing this year and now includes a 
working dinner on the Saturday night at the Unicorn Trust. 

All meals are being subsidised and will only cost £18 for dinner 
and two lunches. This has been made possible by a grant from the 
Special Development Fund and the usual generous sponsorship 
from the Worshipful Company of Saddlers. 

Club Judges Clinic 
There will be a Club Judges Clinic on Saturday 3rd April at Croft 
Top Equestrian Centre in Haslingden, just north of Bury and 
Manchester. 

A further venue is being sought in the south; watch the website 
for further details as they become available.

Get inside a CD’s head
On Saturday 6th February there will be an opportunity for 
everyone, whether you are a club or national competitor or an 
offi cial, to hear an expert view on the aims of the cones course 
designer.

Richard Papens is a well known FEI International Course 
Designer and TD from Belgium and will help you understand what 
to look for when walking the cones. After the morning presentation 
there will be a break for lunch then a move to the indoor school 
where cones will be set out for our guinea pig drivers.

The Robertson family and their four-in-hand of ponies have supported 
horse driving trials for some 20 plus years, father John driving 
alternative events with daughter Helen Cruickshank driving the next. 
Helen now also including television on her CV!
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EVENTS

S ASSOCIATION OFFICIAL NEWS
The venue is Arena UK which is one minute off the A1 signed 

from both directions near Grantham and is a 45-minute drive from 
East Midlands Airport. Please aim to be there at 9.30 for 10 am 
start. The course should fi nish around 4pm. The café will be open 
upon arrival for tea/coffee/cakes, etc and will serve hot meals at 
lunchtime.

ALL WELCOME: Entry: BHDTA members in advance £15, 
Young Drivers £10, non-members or tickets at the door £20.

New Regional Events
We are delighted that Allerton Park is to be run as a regional event 
on 12-13th June. This has been an incredibly popular venue for 
the North East Club for many years. 

This takes the total of regional events to six for 2010 with 
Blandings and Newnham also running in this format for the fi rst 
time. 

FEI Selection Events
The following selection events for 2010 are now confi rmed as 
follows:

Horse Four-in-hands: Ashfi elds, Royal Windsor, Hopetoun,  
Sandringham and Beekbergen.
Horse Pairs: Catton
Horse Singles: Ashfi elds and Hopetoun 
Combined Ponies: Erddig

FEI Qualifying Events 
Qualifying events are being applied for at Ashfi elds, Hopetoun, 
Sandringham, Erddig and possibly the National Championships, 
but it may be some time before these are confi rmed. Please 
check with the event that qualifying status was granted and try 
and qualify your horses as early as possible. 

Single Horse Chef d’Equipe
We are delighted that Jill Holah will bring her wealth of 
international experience to the role of single horse chef 
d’equipe. 

The FEI Single Horse Championships take place in Italy at 
Pratoni from 30th July to 1st August.

World Championships
Following the withdrawal of the British bid for the Para-
equestrian World Championships in 2010, this event has been 
assigned to Breda in the Netherlands. 

The FEI Horse Four-in-hand World Championships, after 
the World Equestrian Games this year, will take place in 
Riesenbeck in 2012.

British Horse Driving Trials Association, East Overhill, Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT.  
Tel: 0845 643 2116    Email: bhdta@horsedrivingtrials.co.uk    Website: www.horsedrivingtrials.co.uk    

Offi ce open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon    

BHDTA/BEF EQL Coaching 
Certifi cate Course for 
Equestrianism
Jean Lane, Chairman of the Training Committee, 
reports from the recent BHDTA run UKCC course.

At the beginning of December I was lucky enough 
to be allowed to sit in on an inspirational weekend 
course. Ann Varley and Minta Winn were hosting 
the BHDTA/BEF/EQL UK Coaching Certifi cate 
Course for Equestrianism at the Ashfi elds Carriage 
& Polo Centre, Nr. Dunmow, Essex.     

The UKCC qualifi cation has been devised 
by Sports Coach UK under instruction from and 
funded by central Government. The aim is to 
deliver effective and high quality coach education 
programmes for every sport within the UK against 
agreed criteria, with quality assured administration, 
management structure and training provision. The 
basic course, devised by the BEF, is the same 
across all equestrian disciplines, but has been 
adapted by Ann Varley to satisfy the specifi c 
requirements of sport driving. 

These UKCC Coaches will set standards and 
ensure that what they teach is technically correct 
and delivered consistently across the whole sport. 
As well as looking at competition performance, 
participants will learn co-operation with others, 
general ‘life’ skills and development of values and 
attitudes to become independent, self-developing 
sports people; encouraged, ready and confi dent 
to obtain their goals. Thus the coaches are looking 
at the ‘whole athlete’ and not just the competitive 
element.

They will help make our sport a safer, more 
enjoyable and rewarding experience for all 
participants, by taking the participant-centered 
philosophy and encouraging them to develop their 
own problem solving skills.

Seven of BHDTA’s Leading Trainers were 
selected to attend this weekend. Another eight will 
be attending the second course, which will be held 
in January at the Unicorn Trust. These coaches will 
support Talent Development within the BHDTA.

The UKCC Coaches will have the responsibility 
to support and promote BHDTA driving trials at all 
levels from club to international competitors. By 
creating consistent standards across the sport, 
carriage driving will be strengthened and will 
develop in a unifi ed way allowing better progression 
for horses and drivers.  
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