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2009 Clinics and Training
The following dates have been arranged for the coming year and 
booking forms can be downloaded from the website, or by email-
ing or phoning the BHDTA office.
National Course Designers and TDs 
31st Jan/1st Feb Unicorn Trust, Stow on the Wold
Club TDs and Cones CD 
15th March Penrith: Jean Lane and Carol Meredith
Club Dressage Judges  
28th March Unicorn Trust, Sarah Garnett
Club TDs and Cones CD 
29th March  Unicorn Trust: Jean Lane and Carol Meredith
Judges 
7th/8th March Unicorn Trust: Dr Vetter
Rules 
18th January Haydock: Diana Brownlie and Philip Bateman

The Rules Seminar is being taken by Diana Brownlie, Philip 
Bateman and Ian Douglas to look at changes in the 2009 Rule 
Book. Anyone can come: judges, course designers, technical 
delegates and competitors. Rules will not be given the usual at-
tention at the other clinics as there would be too many to discuss 
in the day. The seminar will focus on the FEI rules with the BHD-
TA amendments included to help competitors and officials to un-
derstand the intention and intrepretation of the rules. The venue 
is the Inkeepers Lodge which is 2.6 miles on the A580 East Lan-
cashire Road, towards Manchester, from Junction 23 of the M6. 
The seminar will start at 10.00am and is free for anyone wishing 
to attend. Lunch can be purchased in the hotel if required. 

AGM change agreed
The change of date and venue of the BHDTA AGM met with 
unanimous approval from the members. There was little of-
ficial business as the accounts had been approved earlier in 
the year. Following the recent ballot, it has been confirmed that 
Tony Bache, Jean Lane and Philip Bateman have been elected 
to Council for a three-year term of office and Sally Moreton has 
been elected for one year.

Positive Conference 
This followed straight after the AGM 
and was a very positive and upbeat 
meeting. The chairman, Tony Bache, 
noted that entries had been good over 
the season although there were slightly 
fewer competitors who competed at 
more events. 

He went on to thank the Council mem-
bers for their work during the year. Many 
people do not appreciate how much it 
costs our elected members of Council 
as they pay all their own travel expens-
es to the meetings. The competitions 
committee has been listening closely 
to members’ views and has produced a 
number of new proposals while the mar-
keting committee is producing a DVD for 
broadcast on Horse and Country TV to 
promote our sport. 
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not previously competed in the multiples or pairs 
classes will need to qualify for the advanced class. 

2009 Dressage Tests
The new BHDTA 1a 2009 dressage test was ap-
proved for tandems, intermediate singles and 
open pairs. An alternative version for an 80m x 
40m arena, BHDTA 1b 2009, is also available and 
suitable for clubs to use.
National Novice BHDTA Novice test (2008)  
Intermediate Horse and Pony  BHDTA 1a 2009
Open horse and pony  FEI 7a
Advanced horse and pony FEI 7a
Advanced horse and pony  FEI 9
Open horse and pony pairs  BHDTA 1a 2009
Advanced horse pairs  FEI 8b
Advanced pony pairs  FEI 10
Horse and pony tandems BHDA 1a 2009
Pony fours FEI 10
Horse fours FEI 8a

Lowther out for 2009 
Sadly, due to the weather making reinstatement 
of the ground impossible, Lowther has taken the 
difficult decision to cancel their event in 2009. It is 
scheduled to run on their usual weekend in 2010. 
Wilf Bowman-Ripley has kindly stepped in to run 
Ashfields on the August date to prevent a gap de-
veloping in the calendar. Other regional events 
are currently under discussion so watch the web-
site and the news pages for updated information. 

The full list of events is available on the BHDTA 
website and is printed on page 6 of Carriage Driving. 

2009 qualifying events
Hopetoun, Farleigh, Sandringham and RWHS are 
scheduled to be qualifying events for anyone with 
international aspirations. The new FEI regulations 
have reduced the number of possible opportunities 
to qualify horses for international competitions. As 
it is undesirable to be trying to qualify at selection 
events, particularly for multiples, competitors are 
advised to try and qualify as early as possible.

2009 selection events
The combined ponies and horse pairs will both 
hold their world championships in 2009. Both 
classes are having five selection events with the 
best three scores to count starting at the nation-
al championshps this year. The remaining four 
events in 2009 are as follows:
Combined Ponies: Brighton, Hopetoun, Farleigh 
and Sandringham.
Horse Pairs: Brighton, Hopetoun, Sandringham 
and Catton.
Single Horse: Eddig and Ashfields with other dates tbc. 
The situation will be reviewed should the venue change.

The chairman’s award was a popular choice, with Rachel Ste-
vens the recipient for 2008. She has committed a huge amount 
of time and effort to the sport and in particular her role as chef 
d’equipe to the para equestrian team. Tony Bache then present-
ed Amanda Nisbet with a token of the members’ appreciation for 
the five years she has served as a member of Council. His final 
presentation was made to John Nisbet who had performed a he-
roic rescue when one of the horses became unsettled and set off 
round the arena during the awards presentation at the national 
championships. Mark Broadbent of Fenix Carriages, sponsor of 
the Fenix National Points League, then presented a number of 
awards to members who were unable to attend the evening func-
tion, before the floor was thrown open for members’ questions. 

End of Season Party
This was a splendid event with an excellent atmosphere, which 
rounded off a successful season in style. Mark Broadbent pre-
sented the awards to the winners of the Fenix National Points 
League and Owen Pilling, of OPG who sponsored the band, pre-
sented the Alternative Awards as follows:
Carriage Driving Supplier of the Year: WBR Carriages for the 
second year in a row!
That Was the Moment 2008: Mark Bell’s individual gold medal 
at the Junior World Trophy.
Team of the Year: The bronze medal Junior World Trophy Team.
Carriage Driving Sports Personality of the Year 2008: Sara 
Howe.
Special Award: Jackie Herd and Tim Maloy for their HDT DVD.

Rachel Stevens deserves a huge vote of thanks for all her work 
in organising this function, for preparing the slide show of compet-
itors during the season which kept everyone entertained through-
out their meal and for orchestrating the alternative awards.

events

New event structure
Following members’ suggestions, the competitions committee 
have introduced a new level of national event called a regional 
event. These events will be able to offer the full range of classes 
from club classes up to horse fours with a lower start fee. They 
can be run over two days if desired and will not have such strin-
gent requirements for officials or obstacles. Points will be awarded 
in the Fenix National Points League and Windsor Insurance Nov-
ice Points League with six points for a win and competitors will 
qualify for the national champtionships from these events. The full 
details can be found on the BHDTA website. So far West Newton 
in Scotland, Grangewood in the Midlands and Normanhurst have 
confirmed that they will run regional events. It is hoped that other 
clubs and organisers will come forward in due course. 

New class structure
The main change to the class structure is the introduction of ad-
vanced and open pairs classes for horses and ponies. The inten-
tion is to encourage progression and competitors will be able to 
choose at which level they wish to compete, but anyone who has 

Tony also thanked Vic Kusin for maintaining an excellent 
website on a voluntary basis and Mike Watts for moderating the  
forum.

The young drivers successful English team, who won a 
bronze medal in Austria this year, were presented in uniform to 
the members, who saluted their success. Roger Campbell re-
ceived the award for the best young driver in 2008 even though 
he was not in the team that travelled to the Junior World Trophy 
competition. Still on the subject of international competition, par-
ticular mention was also made of George Bowman’s third place 
in the dressage and Boyd Exell’s individual bronze medal at the 
FEI Horse Four-in-Hand World Championship in Holland.

The treasurer, Jan Szczuka, then reported on the buoyant 
state of the current financial position; with the BHDTA having 
made considerable savings by moving the office and reduc-
ing the number of staff employed to administer the association. 
Proposed cuts in the cost of membership had been put on hold 
due to the uncertainty of the current financial position of the  
economy. 

Competitions committee chairman, Ian Gilbert, gave the 
members an opportunity to consider the new proposals for the 
event and class structure. Sarah Garnett commented on the pro-
posed new dressage test to address the needs of competitors 
at both national and club level and this was well received. There 
will be two versions; one suitable for an 80m arena and one for 
a 100m arena.

In his event organisers’ report, Robert Benson, organiser of 
Lowther, asked competitors to change hats and consider how 
events ran from the organisers’ perspective. He appealed for 
early entries as many of the expenses have to be paid even if 
an event is cancelled. Organisers are permanently worried that 
the entries will not be sufficient to cover their costs and repeated 
that post dated cheques were always welcome. There will be a 
new format for paying start fees in 2009; they will all be paid at 
the event so remember to take cash or your cheque book or you 
will be unable to obtain your paperwork. It is hoped hope that this 
will simplify the process.

Barry Hilditch, chairman of the clubs’ liaison committee, re-
ported that the regional representatives had been making con-
tact with clubs in their area and, although this committee was 
only recently formed, progress in improving communication be-
tween the clubs and the BHDTA was being made.
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Peter Bennett, winner of the Fenix National Points League 
for horse four-in-hands, being presented by the sponsor 
Mark Broadbent.

Sara Howe, winner of the Carriage Driving 
Sports Personality of the Year 2008, being 
presented by Owen Pilling of OPG.
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