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National Championships
The BHDTA National Championships had a record entry this year 
with 118 competitors making the trip to Windsor. The farthest trav-
elled were Jane Isaac, driving in the intermediate horse class from 

north of Oban 
and Audrey 
Barron from Ar-
broath, just north 
of Dundee, driv-
ing in advanced 
pony. Both had to 
spend two days 
on the road! 

The var-
ied weather 
caused some 
headaches for 
the organiser 
Jill Holah and 
sections of the 
marathon route 
were short-
ened at the last 
minute. Some 
later competi-
tors struggled 
in the dres-
sage as they 
were caught in 
a tremendous 
thunderstorm. 
Fred Pendle-
bury was heard 
to say he had 
seen rain that 
hard before but 
never any hard-
er. This made 
the ground ex-

tremely slippery for the early marathon competitors but the 
ground dried out after a glorious sunny afternoon of exciting 
competition. The entries on the gate were boosted with the 
cancellation of Blenheim Horse Trials as many spectators re-
routed to Windsor.

The full report of the event is on page 34 in Carriage Driving but 
there are always more successes that merit a mention. 

Following the award of vouchers by the Worshipful Company of 
Saddlers at all the intermediate qualifiers, leather reins were pre-
sented to the winners of the horse and pony divisions: Karen Scott-
Barrett and Nicola Blandin. Naomi Harbach won the Young Driver’s 
Award.

Grooms are often overlooked but without them there would be no 
competition. They were recognised by “Jack in a Box” who presented 
a memento to the winning groom in each class. In addition, Harry 
Luff kindly presented rosettes to the backstepper(s) supporting the 
best marathon driver in each class and to the grooms of the winning 
dressage driver in each class. The winning drivers also received a 
memento and those in the open and advanced single horses were 
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At all times one of the primary aims is to keep the 
sport moving forward and encourage new partici-
pants.

The committee also oversee the implementa-
tion of the class structure and advice competitors 
about the level at which they are entitled to compete. 
The well worn phrase, “You can please some of the 
people all of the time, and all of the people some of 
the time but never all of the people all of the time” is 
particularly relevant when trying to arrange classes 
to suit all levels of ability and experience. Following 
the dramatic class restructuring at the start of the 
2007 season, the new system has settled down and 
seems to be working reasonably well. The Compe-
titions Committee will review this at the end of the 
2008 season when the classes have been in place 
for two seasons. One or two things have been iden-
tified for updating and these changes will be an-
nounced at the conference. Most competitors will 
have heard that changes are proposed to the events 
structure and discussions on this are ongoing with 
the event organisers.

The committee also oversees the points league, 
inspects prospective new venues and supervises the 
appointment of course designers and TDs. The com-
mittee liaises with the Judges Committee regarding 
production of new dressage tests and checks that 
new rules are effectively implemented. Overall the 
Competitions Committee has jurisdiction for most as-
pects of event organisation and a wide ranging remit 
that requires a flexible approach and forward thinking 
individuals.

events

Royal Windsor Driving 
Grand Prix 2009

Royal Windsor driving committee 
have advised the BHDTA that they do 
not intend to honour the 2007  agree-
ment that horses and ponies would 
be invited to compete in alternate 
years.

Single ponies will definitely not 
be receiving an invitation in 2009 
and the situation regarding pony 
pairs is still unclear.

We regret this but it is out of the 
control of the BHDTA.

Club Representatives BW Premier Yew Lodge Hotel 11am
AGM BW Premier Yew Lodge Hotel 2.15pm
Members’ Conference BW Premier Yew Lodge Hotel 2.30pm

Please send any questions or suggestions to the BHDTA Office 
by Monday 13th October. This will enable a well researched answer 
to be offered by the council members present.

End of Season Party
Now that the national championships have finished, drivers and 
friends can look forward to the end of season party which follows 
the AGM and conference. You should have received a 
booking form in your last Office Newsletter and they 
can be downloaded from the website or obtained 
from the BHDTA Office. Watch the website: in 
due course there will be a form to complete 
with your nominations for the “Alternative 
Awards”. 

Competitions Committee
Following the introduction to members of 
the new committee structure in the July 
issue of Carriage Driving, each of the five 
main committees’ roles and responsibili-
ties will be looked at in more detail over 
the coming months. The spotlight falls this 
month on the Competitions Committee, 
chaired by Ian Gilbert.

One of the main roles of the Competitions 
Committee is to organise the driving calendar 
and liaise with organisers. This can sometimes 
be an impossible task requiring a great deal of tact. 

presented by Dodson and Horrell.
A number of trophies were presented to the winners of the dres-

sage in a variety of classes. The Deemster trophy, for the Advanced 
Single Horse class was won by Di Hayes, the Lynn Harrington me-
morial trophy for the advanced single pony was won by Julie Camm 
while Barnaby Bowman was awarded the Bryan Belsham trophy for 
the horse pairs. Barnaby was driving his father’s leaders and they 
also excelled on the marathon. The members of the horse pairs 
class had all put up money for a sweep for the fastest through obsta-
cle 5 which Barnaby won.

Sue Denny won the trophy presented by Michael and Diana Za-
touroff for the best overall marathon in the four single pony classes 
while the Mary Matthews trophy was won by Wilf Bowman-Ripley 
for the best marathon in horse pairs. Champagne was presented by 
Bennington to the highest placed Bennington driver in each class, 
Brockham Harness Club presented a bottle to the fastest competi-
tor in each class in obstacle 1 while Sovereign Wines and Spirits 
awarded a bottle of sloe gin to the fastest competitor in obstacle 8.

Northernplan.com presented canvas prints to Di Hayes for 
achieving the best overall dressage score and to Frank Campbell 
for the best Open/Advanced marathon. Framed photographs were 
presented to Nicola Blandin for the best Intermediate marathon 
and Frank Cambell for the best novice marathon. A canvas print, 
the ‘King of the Cones’ award, was received by Fred Pendlebury for 
achieving the best double clear cones round of the day.

On Friday evening, competitors were invited to a champagne 
reception, generously sponsored by Richard Broad of Sovereign 
Wines and Spirits. The chairman, Tony Bache, took this opportunity 
to present Verna Matthews with the David Broadbent Memorial Tro-
phy in recognition of her many years of service to carriage driving 
as a steward. The applause from the crowd reflected the esteem in 
which Verna is held.

Sunday morning will be talked about for sometime due to John 
Nisbet’s heroic resuce of a runaway horse during the presentation 
for the novice classes. We wish Judy Hilditch a speedy recovery as 
she was taken to hospital where she was kept in overnight and un-
able to continue in the competition. Bates Sound of Lincoln did their 
customary excellent job of the public address system. Our interna-
tional teams are indebted to them for lending radios for the recent 
world championships for horse singles and fours. Overall the whole 
event ran smoothly and shows how much time and effort Jill Holah 
and her team put into the preparation. 

Talented Athlete Scholarships 
Congratulations to young drivers Mark Bell, Katie Bell, Frank Camp-
bell, Roger Campbell and Rosanna Walter-Symons who have been 
successful in their applications for a TASS award. This funding will 
help them to access areas where support can be used to enhance 
their performance while they are studying.

Elections, AGM and Conference
Following the close of nominations for council, there will be an elec-
tion and you should have received your voting papers by now. Re-
member that it has been decided to hold the annual BHDTA AGM 
in conjunction with the conference in October which is being held 
in the Best Western Premier Yew Lodge Hotel, 3 Packington Hill, 
Kegworth, Derby, Derbyshire, DE74 2DF.
The following meetings have been arranged:
Friday 17th October 
Event Organisers’ Meeting Whitehouse Hotel 4pm
Saturday 18th October 
Stewards’ Meeting BW Premier Yew Lodge Hotel 11am
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Di Hayes achieved the best score in dressage of all the drivers, a penalty 
of just 27.95, but Ian Bertram took the Advanced Horse Championship 
with a storming marathon and a double clear in cones. 

One of the competitors to travel the greatest 
distance to the National Championships was Audrey 
Barron who came down from Arbroath, just north 
of Dundee, driving in Advanced Pony.  She had a 
“bad” day, missing out gate A in the water obstacle, 
the steward behind points it out to his fellow 
stewards! 

Verna Matthews was presented with the 
David Broadbent Memorial Trophy at the 

nationals by BHDTA Chairman Tony Bache in 
recognition of her years of service as a steward.


