
BHDTA AGM and Conference
The title of this section might give you a surprise but it’s 
true! It has been decided to hold the annual BHDTA AGM 
in conjunction with our conference in October. The council 
members who were due to retire in May 2009 will be asked 
to extend their term of office to October. However to fulfil our 
legal requirements as a limited company, it will be necessary to 
hold a second AGM in 2008. This will precede the conference 
which is being held in the Best Western Premier Yew Lodge 
Hotel, 3 Packington Hill, Kegworth, Derby, Derbyshire, DE74 
2DF.

The following meetings have been arranged:
Friday 17th October 
Event Organisers’ Meeting Whitehouse Hotel 4pm

Saturday 18th October 
Stewards’ Meeting BW Premier Yew Lodge Hotel 11am
Club Representatives BW Premier Yew Lodge Hotel 11am
AGM BW Premier Yew Lodge Hotel 2.15pm
Members’ Conference BW Premier Yew Lodge Hotel 2.30pm

Council members will be present and will do their best to 
answer any questions and consider suggestions put forward by 
members. It is easier to get a definitive answer if the question 
is known before the conference so any necessary research 
can be done. Please send any questions or suggestions to the 
BHDTA office by Monday 13th October.

End of Season Party
This has been a wonderful function in recent years and again 
Rachel Stevens will be at the helm. There will be dancing to a 
live band and disco. Tickets cost £40 for adults and £28 for young 
drivers.

For anyone wishing to stay over, a number of rooms have been 
reserved for this function. The hotel will only hold these until 31st 
August so book now to avoid disappointment – when booking 
mention that you are with the BHDTA function. Rooms are available 
as double or twin and cost £70 including B&B (£35/person if there 
are two people) on the Saturday night or £120 for two nights if you 
stay Friday/Saturday or Saturday/Sunday.

Watch the website: in due course there will be a form to complete 
with your nominations for the ‘Alternative Awards’. 
Hotel reservations: Best Western Yew Lodge Hotel telephone: 
01509 672518.

F&GP Committee
Following the introduction to members of the new committee 
structure in the July issue of Carriage Driving, each of the five main 
committees’ roles and responsibilities will be looked at in more 
detail over the coming months. 

The spotlight falls this month on the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee (F&GPCommittee). Although the BHDTA is 
essentially run by its members for the benefit of the members, it 
does have a significant turnover and important responsibilities, and 
requires to operate much as any other business. This involves the 
keeping of detailed accounts and monitoring of its financial position 
throughout the year with reference to a previously prepared annual 

British horse Driving trials association official news
official news

budget for its activities, as well as a wide range of other matters. 
These range from making sure the ‘business’ operates efficiently 
and controlling costs, to ensuring compliance with the ever-
increasing ‘red tape’ burden. 

All this is a primary concern of the treasurer working together 
with the other members of the F&GP Committee. Of course, as 
with any other business, there is often pressure from ‘customers’, 
ie members, for greater value for money, as well as outside 
pressures which can result in increased costs or reduced income. 
There can also be proposals for new activities such as action to 
raise the profile of the sport. As you so often hear said in business 
circles ‘no change is not an option’. 

Another important function of the F&GP Committee is therefore 
to look at what changes can be made to ensure that the BHDTA 
can satisfy its existing member’s aspirations and become stronger 
by attracting more members, as well as the cost implications of 
any changes and of any new spending plans.

Certainly in the last year or two, some significant changes 
have been made, including relocation of the BHDTA’s office and 
reduction of the staff, which have resulted in considerable savings. 
Savings have also been made for the benefit of members in 
the area of newsletter publication through the good services of 
Carriage Driving magazine!

More work is now underway reviewing membership costs and 
the costs of competing.

There is also the ‘General Purposes’ side of the F&GP 
Committee’s role as they draw together the reports and comments 
from all the other committees and ensure that there is a ‘joined up’ 
theme to the working of council. They also pick up on issues that 
arise during the year and ensure that these are discussed by the 
appropriate committee before being presented to the council for a 
decision

National Championships’ Organiser
As we intimated last month, the 2009 National Championships will 
be the last event with Jill Holah at the helm. Anyone who might be 
interested in taking on this role might like to ‘shadow’ her at this 
year’s championships to get an overview of what is involved. 
Please telephone the BHDTA office in the first instance

events
National Championships 2008
Qualified competitors should all have received their entry forms 
and schedules. The full qualification table is published on the 
website. Novice qualifiers please note that, while your current level 
of BHDTA membership is adequate, your groom must be a BHDTA 
member if you intend to compete at the National Championships. 
The £10 single event marathon groom category will suffice. 

For more information about the other entertainments on offer 
go to the official website - www.windsordriving.co.uk.

Everyone is invited to the Long Walk Party on the Saturday 
evening. Tickets at £36.
Contact: Mrs Sheila Hawking, Pollums House Farm, Lumby, South 
Milford, Leeds, LS25 5LD. Tel. 01977 682298. 

Young Drivers’ Championship
The British Young Drivers’ National Championship will be held at 
Escrick Park in Yorkshire on 27th and 28th September.

The BHDTA and Sydney Smith have worked hard over the 
last few years to encourage young drivers into the sport and to 
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Meredith who knows the job better than most! 
Entries close on 17th September.  

Details and an entry form can be downloaded 
from the BHDTA website, from the BHDTA office, 
from Junior Chariots at www.chariots.org.uk or 
ring Amanda on 01576 610248.

The Erddig event
The new event at Erddig, North Wales ran in glorious 
sunny weather and ran, from the competitors’ point 
of view at least, without a hitch. The obstacles were 
well received and presented a number of challenges 
with a variety of routes. Steve Griffiths, the event 
organiser said, “It was a vertical learning curve as 
we had only organised club events before. Many 
of the organising committee were National Trust 
employees and had never seen what a national 
driving trials event was like. There are changes we 
will make to further improve the event for next year. 
We have funding in place for the next three years.”

Lowther
Flanders & Swann’s Hippopotamus song chorus, 
“Mud, mud, glorious mud…” springs to mind when 
thinking of this year’s event at Lowther. The weather 
was in total contrast to that of Erddig and without 
wellies you had no chance of survival. Our thanks 
go to all the dedicated stewards and organisers who 
kept going despite the conditions, retaining their 
sense of humour too. 

For the first time in its 35-year history, the country 
fair was cancelled on the Sunday, with the driving 
trials cones competition being the sole survivor. 

Congratulations to Jessica Meredith on adding 
another Saddlers’ Award to her tally this year for the 
lowest score for a young driver and to Jeff Ormerod 
who won the award from the Worshipful Company 
of Farriers for the best shod ponies or horses in 
the tandem classes.

give them a goal for their achievements. With this in mind, the 
Young Drivers Championship was set up with support from the 
North East Driving Club, BHDTA Supporters Club, Baileys Horse 
Feeds and the Worshipful Company of Saddlers. All help make 
this a memorable occasion, along with an army of helpers and 
stewards who generously give their time.

The event is open to competitors aged 10-25 years and is 
split into classes according to age and competitive experience. 
Drivers must have completed two club (three-phase) events 
without elimination, or been assessed at a Young Drivers’ Clinic 
run by the BHDTA Training Committee.  

The marathon is approximately 14 kms on the flat with six 
obstacles. Some of the permanent obstacles in the park are 
used and some are imaginatively designed especially for the 
event. Dressage tests are according to age so no one needs to 
be fazed by this section! The cones course is designed by Carol 
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Young driver, Jeff Ormerod driving a double clear in cones at 
Catton trials this year

Rain did not stop play at this year’s Lowther trials!
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