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British horse Driving trials association official news
New committee structure
Tony Bache, following his appointment to the chair of the BHDTA, 
has implemented some new ideas. One of these is the restructuring 
of a number of the committees. These had become too numerous 
to manage efficiently so a solution to enhance communication with 
council was required. Tony developed a new committee structure 
where there will be five committees acting as umbrella bodies to 
the others. The chairpersons of these will all be council members. 
Each chairperson will collate the decisions and activities of the other 
committees within their remit and disseminate this information to 
council to ensure the members are continually updated.

The five umbrella committees are ‘Finance and General Purposes’ 
chaired by Jan Szczuka as treasurer, ‘Competitions’ chaired by Ian Gilbert, 
‘Training’ chaired by Sydney Smith, ‘Marketing and Development’ chaired 
by Adrian Puddy and ‘International’ chaired by Philip Bateman. The diagram 
below shows the committees within the remit of each umbrella committee 
and the pathways that connect them.

official news The Worshipful Company of Saddlers 
generously present vouchers, each 
valued at £60, to the winners of the 
intermediate horse and intermediate 
pony classes at national events and 
the intermediate classes run by clubs. 
Novice winners will receive vouchers 
at the National Championships. 
These are also awarded to the 
highest placed young driver at the 
national events and the competitor 
with the lowest overall score at the 
National Junior Championships. 
Well done to all those that have been 
successful so far.

Dress code for walking cones course
There seems to be some confusion about the dress code required 
at national events when competitors are walking the cones course 
so this matter was discussed at a recent BHDTA Council meeting. 
Competitors will be required to wear their dressage/cones outfit 
with jackets and hats after the first competitor has started. There 
is no requirement for this if you are walking the course prior to 
commencement of the first class.

Intermediate classes
Intermediate classes will be run by NEDTL at Allerton Park on  
2-3rd August and at Necarne on 22-24th August.

international
Selection events
Since the National Championships are being used as a selection 
event for horse pairs, pony singles, pony pairs and pony fours, the 
event will be open to anyone wishing to put their name forward 
for selection irrespective of whether or not they have qualified to 
compete in that class. They will be able to compete for selection 
but will compete HC in the national championship placings.

Fenix Carriages National Points League
Due to the FEI World Championships clashing with our national 
events, single horses will be eligible for points league points 
as their championships clash with Normanhurst. The other 
international team travelling abroad is horse four-in-hands who 
will not be eligible to claim points in the league in 2008.

sUPPorters
Time clocks
Our thanks must go again to the continuing efforts of the 
Supporters. This time they have purchased a new master time 
clock and a slave to replace equipment that had become faulty 
with use. They give freely of their time to support our sport; please 
support them by visiting the tent at events and stopping for a chat 
over a coffee or by purchasing some merchandise. 

National Championships
Arrangements are well under way for this year’s National 
Championships at Windsor, with one totally new obstacle designed by 
Mark Ingham, while the 
bridge obstacle is getting 
a ‘face lift’.

There is plenty going 
on in addition to the 
championships with the 
usual top-class private 
driving classes on 
marathon day culminating 
in the Meet of Champions, 
an invitation class for the 
top county show winners 
of the season. There 
will also be exercise 
vehicle and pleasure 
driving classes to encourage 
more local competitors to 
participate.  

In addition, the Cranborne Agility Club will be putting their dogs 
through their paces on Saturday, and the popular Windsor Classic 

Vehicle Show will be held on Sunday.
Daily admission is free to BHDTA 

members upon production of their 
membership card. Caravan bookings 
must be made in advance to the BHDTA 
office (£15 for BHDTA members, £30 to 
non-members) with cheques payable to 
BHDTA National Championships.

The Long Walk Dinner, which was 
instigated in 2007 but which, of course, 
never took place due to Foot and Mouth, 
is to be held on the Saturday evening, 13th 
September, in the marquee alongside 
Obstacle 8. There will be a three-
course sit-down dinner with pre-dinner 
drinks, and an opportunity to enjoy an 
evening with friends without leaving 
the showground! Tickets at £36 each 
are available from Mrs Sheila Hawking, 
Pollums House Farm, Lumby, South 
Milford, Leeds, LS25 5LD (Tel. 01977 
682298). Cheques payable to BHDTA 
National Championships.

For more information go to the official 
website - www.windsordriving.co.uk.

This year’s event will be the penultimate with Jill Holah at the helm. 
Jill has is to stand down as organiser after the 2009 Championships, 
and the BHDTA is looking for someone to succeed her.

Worshipful Company of Saddlers
British horse Driving trials association, east 

overhill, stewarton, Kilmarnock, ayrshire Ka3 5Jt. 

tel: 0845 643 2116    

email: bhdta@horsedrivingtrials.co.uk    

website: www.horsedrivingtrials.co.uk

office open Mon-fri 8am to 12 noon    Mon 5pm to 8pm

events

Guidance for use of ATVs
The government has produced an informative document which 
gives much information that is relevant to users of ATVs at 
events. It is well worth a read. It is too lengthy to reproduce but 
can be found by accessing the following link  http://www.hse.gov.
uk/pubns/ais33.pdf. To ensure members are aware of the need 
for responsible riding and adequate insurance cover, a short 
declaration will soon be included at the foot of the entry form.

200 Club
Sheila Hawking made the draw at Sandringham 
and following are this month’s lucky winners:
£100 Sally North £50 Anthea Shipley
£30 Steve Lucas £20 Linda Nuckley

general news

BHS Code of Practice for 
the Welfare of Horses and 
Ponies at Events 
A new ‘BHS Code of Practice for the Welfare of 
Horses and Ponies at Events’ has recently been 
published. Item 5.4 caused the BHDTA to withhold 
their endorsement of this document.

5.4 Stabling
5.4.1 Under no circumstances should any horse 

be kept stabled in a trailer or horsebox overnight.  Prior 
arrangements should have been made if stabling 
is required.  In the event of an emergency, show 
organisers may be able to assist the competitor in 
finding suitable stabling in the area.   

The BHDTA were unable to ascertain exactly why 
such a firm stance was taken against overnight stabling in 
a trailer or lorry. The introduction to the code says:

“In all cases where there are differences between the 
rules of a governing body and the guidelines contained 
within this Code of Practice, the rules of the governing 
body take precedence and supersede this code. 
However, in all cases the welfare of horses at events 
should remain paramount at all times.”

This gave the BHDTA a problem as our rule book 
does not have set guidelines for use of lorries or stables 
as overnight accommodation for our horses and ponies. 
Competitors’ ingenuity in creating a cost effective 
overnight stable is impressive. The BHDTA Chairman, 
Tony Bache, makes the point that in the case of horse 
driving trials the equines have a human sharing the lorry 
or sleeping in adjacent accommodation. Unfortunately 
the BHS were unable to remove this item from the code 
and the BHDTA were therefore unable to endorse it. 
The full code can be viewed on the BHS website at: 
www.bhs.org.uk.

Discipline
Following an incident involving cruelty to Ray Aziz’s pony 
four-in-hand at the Sandringham Horse Driving Trials, Anne 
Chambers’ name has been deleted from the judges’ list.
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Patti Atkinson driving at the National 
Champs 2006.
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Jessica Meredith has 
achieved three young driver’s 
awards at national events. 
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Each commitee has its own range of responsibilities which we will 
look at in detail in future issues.

Event        Int Horse Int Pony Young Driver
Brighton Lucy McGill Ann Davey Jessica Meredith
Hopetoun David Hewat Susan Don Jessica Meredith
Farleigh K Scott-Barrett  Granville Styler 
Sandringham David Matthews No entries Jessica Meredith
Catton Vicky Irwin Kerry Kirby Chris Ainscough


