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the The Queen’s Award for Equestrianism 

by the BHDTA.
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Members’ questionnaire results
Many thanks to everyone 
who took the time to return 
the recent members’ 
questionnaire. The 127 
responses, 64 from 
members who competed 
at a national in 2007, 
have provided some 
interesting information 
which the Competitions 
Committee discussed 
at their meeting on June 
3rd. They now have a set 
of proposals which were 

put to the council meeting in June.
Good dressage arenas and warm up facilities in conjunction 

with a good water supply and easy access to toilets were rated 
as essential by competitors. There was not a clear vote 
on the marathon section issue.

There was a 77 per cent vote for conside  
of a limited number of events with top cl  
facilities with smaller regional events, but a 
small majority for two-day events. Further 
discussion will now take place regarding 
the way forward for our sport.

The prize draw for a half price BHDTA 
membership for 2009 took place 
during Saturday’s award ceremony 
at Hopetoun. FEI international judge 
Sarah Mullins picked the winner, who 
is Sue Norris from the Winchester area  
Sue is a member of both South Down  
Harness Club and the White Hors  
Harness Club. Initially she started drivin  
20 years ago but family commitment  
meant she concentrated on riding until 
six years ago. She is now entering one-
day events and hopes to do some indoor 
competitions in the winter. Taking part 
she says is mainly for fun and enjoyment. 
Good luck Sue.

The Queen’s Award for 
Equestrianism
Each year the BHS invited the various equestrian disciplines to 
nominate a member who has made a signifi cant contribution 
to their sport, to be considered to receive The Queen’s Award 
for Equestrianism. Last year we nominated His Royal Highness 
Prince Philip and he was chosen by the BHS Trustees. Last 
month, Her Majesty The Queen presented him with his award 
at a short ceremony in the BHS marquee at The Royal Windsor 
Horse Show.

This year our nomination for the award is Dick Carey and 
his name has now gone forward with eight others, for the 
trustees to decide who will receive the award next year. We 
wish him luck.

BRITISH HORSE DRIVING TRIALS ASSOCIATION OFFICIAL NEWS
OFFICIAL NEWS A club event will run parallel to this event with 

a new class for young single drivers, between the 
ages of 18 and 25 years. Small ponies, novice 
drivers and younger drivers will also be catered for 
at this event.

Another team driver?
Congratulations to Daniel and Lucy Naprous on the 
birth of their son Felix. To save Dan the stress and 
worry of the possibility of Lucy going in to labour 
while he was at Hopetoun, Felix made his appearance 
into the world on 18th May, weighing 7lb 2oz.

SUPPORTERS

International cones
The Supporters Club hope that the competitors have 
enjoyed driving through the new international cones 
which they presented to the BHDTA. They were fi rst 
used at the Royal Windsor Horse Show. Please keep 
supporting the tent, as this enables the Supporters 
Club to keep buying equipment for you all.

Erddig National
Any volunteers who wish to help out at Erddig 
will be most welcome. Please contact Andrew 
Simmons on 07971 683841 or email andrew-
simmons@tiscali.co.uk.

200 Club
Sheila Hawking made the draw at Escrick Park and 
following are this month’s lucky winners:

£50 James Broome   -   £30 Peter Collins  -  £20 
Mary Ford.

exact format is still to be agreed and will depend on entries 
but overall prize money for this exciting competition, which has 
become one of the highlights for the public as well as competitors, 
is a staggering £1,000.

The highlight in the main arena will be the fi rst appearance 
at Lowther of Jean Francois Pignon. Details are on the website 
www.lowther.co.uk.

The Worshipful Company of Farriers also presents an award 
to the best shod horse, which this year will be judged from the 
tandem classes.

Castle Kennedy - 15th-17th August 
It is hoped that the marathon route at this year’s event will include 
new tracks through some of the wooded areas. Section A wends 
its way through the beautiful Stair estates, giving views of Loch 
Ryan. You will pass famous gardens and woodland before 
venturing onto Section E. 

Barry Hunter will be working hard in August as he will have 
offi ciated at Lowther the week before he uses his skill to test the 
competitors here.

The organisers are looking forward to an event full of 
entertainment for all the family run in conjunction with the driving 
trials. Other attractions include falconry displays, terrier racing, fl y-
casting, vintage cars and tractors, show jumping, working hunter, 
dog agility, Clydesdales, and a pet show. You will also be able to 
visit the craft marquee, trade stands and a variety of food stalls.

The closing date for entries is Saturday 26th July. 
Website: www.castlekennedydriving.com.

Normanhurst – 23rd-24th August 
The Normanhurst HDT is near Battle in East Sussex. This is 1066 
country and has the attraction of many seaside towns close by 
such as Hastings, Rye and Eastbourne. 

This event will use ‘on top of the ground’ obstacles after the 
very successful trial use at Brighton HDT and do not have posts 
driven into the ground but are protected by knockdowns. 

This method reduces building costs, helping to keep down the entry 
fee. The marathon route comprises a good course over fi elds and tracks 
with little to no road work. Entries close on Wednesday 6th August.

EVENTS
Novice qualifi ers
The remaining novice qualifi ers for 2008 take place at the following 
venues:

East Anglian Carriage Driving Group, Blandings Farm  2-3rd 

August
Contact Fiona Powell 01473 735732.
Brockham Harness Club, Borde Hill Sussex 16-17th August. 
Contact Sara Simmons 01903 812885 or 07802 335705.
Necarne County Fermanagh 22-24th August . 
Contact Sylvia Ingram 028 92648 724.

Full contact details were given in the December offi ce newsletter 
and the January 2008 edition of Carriage Driving which can be 
viewed on our website at www.horsedrivingtrials.co.uk. 

Intermediate classes
Intermediate classes will be run by NEDTL at Allerton Park on 2-
3rd August and at Necarne on 22-24th August.

Start fee and declaration forms
 are reporting that some competitors are not 
ting their declaration forms accurately and 
ng vital information such as the passport 

mbers. If the information on the declaration 
rm is defi cient, the result cannot be forwarded 
o the FEI so they will not record the horses/
ponies as qualifi ed for championship events. 

The organisers have gone to the trouble 
nd expense of providing two FEI international 

udges so that the results can count for FEI 
ualifi cation. Please do them the courtesy of 
ompleting your declaration forms properly. 
If you are sending your start fee with your 
entry and do not yet know which horses you 
will be using, please make sure you update 
the organiser before you start the event.

At the Farleigh event the declaration 
forms were checked when competitors 
fi nished Section E and this proved very 
effective.

Lowther – 8th-10th August 
This year’s event will once again be kindly sponsored by Edinburgh 
Woollen Mill and Cumberland Ale and will be the fi rst year at 
Lowther for course designer Barry Hunter. All eight obstacles 
are brand new and competitors may be delighted to hear that the 
infamous bomb hole will not be used this year. The marathon will 
be three-phase for all classes with a slightly longer section A than 
in previous years. This cuts out completely the steep hill which 
competitors have had to negotiate in the last few years after the 
end of A.

Ever conscious of the massive increase in costs, particularly 
fuel, faced by us all, the event organisers are delighted that 
Edinburgh Woollen Mill have again generously offered prize money 
to the winners of each class which will cover their entry and their 
start fee. We are extremely grateful to Edinburgh Woollen Mill and 
their owner, Philip Day, for this wonderful support.

On Sunday, after the fi nish of the cones competition, the 
Lowther Challenge will be staged again in the main arena. The 
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Sue Norris, the lucky winner of the half-
price BHDTA membership.

John Pickford and Angie turned from gamekeepers to poachers 
for a couple of hours when they took their organiser’s hats off at 
Farleigh and competed in the horse pairs class; they won the cones 
and came overall fourth overall.
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