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AGM
Don’t forget that the AGM takes place at 7pm in the catering marquee 
at Brighton Horse Driving Trials on Thursday 1st May. You should 
have received the paperwork with your membership card and 
Yearbook. The annual accounts for 2007 have been sent 
with the April newsletter. Please let the offi ce know if 
you did not receive a copy.

As there were three vacancies on council and 
three candidates willing to stand for election, 
no ballot was required this year. Barry 
Hilditch, being elected to council for the fi rst 
time, had prepared the following statement 
which council felt would be appropriate to 
share with the members:

“I have been the regional representa-
tive for the north for two years and was 
co-opted to council a year ago. My 
involvement with driving trials is at both 
club and national level. I enjoy the thrill 
of grooming as well as the challenge of 
organising events such as the Escrick 
competition for NEDTL. 

“Being able to provide help to the Catton 
team in the crisis management of the National 
Championships, even down to being the stand-in 
stable manager, was extremely rewarding.

“If elected I would wish to continue to support the work 
of council, and in particular look at two specifi c areas, namely;
• To continue the development of closer links between the clubs and 

BHDTA. As chair of the Club Liaison Committee I am in a position 
to encourage this process. 

• To further the review of national events and to seek the views and 
opinions of the competitors as to the way forward. This work has 
already been started by the Competitions Committee of which I 
am a member.
I would like to thank all those people, at both club and national 

events, who have encouraged me to stand for council”.

Want a half-price 2009 subscription?
On behalf of BHDTA Council, the Competitions Committee have 
been asked to circulate a questionnaire to members regarding the 
future of national events. You should have received this with the 
April mailing from the offi ce. There will be a draw made from all the 
returned questionnaires and the fi rst out the hat will receive a half-
price subscription in 2009. Please take the trouble to complete the 
questionnaire. Council wishes to hear your views.

EVENTS

Royal Windsor
The following classes will be competing at Royal Windsor Horse 
Show from 8th-11th May in Home Park Private, Windsor Castle:

Horse four-in-hands  -    Horse pairs 
Horse singles   -   Pony four-in-hands

The driven dressage takes place on Thursday and Friday, with 
the marathon on Saturday in the Home Park and cones on Sunday. 
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all three disciplines. Each driver and horse/
pony had shown substantial improvement over 
the past year and the selectors will have an 
extremely tough job on their hands. 

A very full schedule of half hour to one hour 
hour sessions, morning and afternoon over the 
two days, was set out. When drivers weren’t 
engaged in driving, veterinary sessions or sports 
psychology sessions, they were all actively 
involved in listening, learning and offering 
feedback on each other’s training sessions. (See 
page 45 for the full report). 

GENERAL NEWS

Horseboxes to cross Severn 
Bridge for £5.30
James Broome has been campaigning 
enthusiastically on behalf of horsebox drivers to 
reduce the toll paid to cross the Severn Bridge. 

From 17th March 2008, horseboxes with 
permanent living accommodation will be able to 
cross the bridge as a Category 1 vehicle. This 
means that horsebox owners, whatever size their 
lorry, will only have to pay £5.30.

can make sure you are paired with experienced stewards who 
will show you the ropes and you will have a most enjoyable 
day. There is a stewards’ caravan park or just come for the day. 
Anyone interested please phone Sally Moreton on 01526 388643.

Novice Qualifi ers
The following events will be running Novice Qualifi ers for the National 
Championships. Remember that in order to be eligible to enter 
a novice qualifi er, the driver must be a BHDTA member and have 
submitted a completed competence certifi cate to the offi ce prior to 
entering.

It is not essential that grooms are BHDTA members at this level as 
novice qualifi ers are held at club events. If a competitor qualifi es for 
the National Championships at Windsor in this class and decides to 
participate, the groom will need to join. In this case, there is an option 
for a single event groom membership at a cost of £10.
Scottish Carriage Driving Association at St Fort 10th/11th May
Windsor Park Equestrian Club at Windsor, Berks 17th/18th May
White Horse Harness Club at Redenham Park, Andover 24th/25th May
North Eastern Driving Trials Ltd, Escrick Park 31st May/1st June
Midlands Driving Trials Group, Offchurch Bury 14th/15th June
Chester Horse Driving Trials Group, Erddig 21st 22nd June
Contact details in the December offi ce newsletter and the January 
2008 ‘Carriage Driving’. Alternatively use the website at www.
horsedrivingtrials.co.uk 

INTERNATIONAL

Ferry travel
Julie Camm has been negotiating furiously on 
behalf of BHDTA members to secure an excellent 

rate for ferry crossings. SeaFrance has offered the following:

Vehicles up to 6.99 metres £85 each way
Between 7-9.99 metres £100 each way
Between 10-11.99 metres £125 each way
Between 12-14.99 metres £148 each way
Between 15-17.99 metres £165 each way

Prices include one passenger and VAT has still to be added. 
Extra passengers are £14 (no VAT). There will be a fuel levy charge 
to pay, which is amended quarterly.
To book, either call or fax the freight offi ce in advance on 01304 
203030 (phone 24/7) or 01304 212726 (fax 24/7). Bookings can also 
be made by email on freightcustomerservice@seafrance.fr.

You will need to quote the account number, 26452, the vehicle 
registration and the vehicle length, along with the payment 
method. Bookings must be prepaid by credit card or paid at the 
port prior to departure. Alternatively, bookings can be made on 
the day of departure at the port.

Para equestrian update
March saw the fi rst para equestrian driving squad training 
session at the Unicorn Trust. The two-day intensive 
programme encompassed observation and coaching across 

The coaching marathon takes place on Friday afternoon. There are 
showing classes, international show jumping and a host of other 
attractions. With numerous opportunities for retail therapy, the show 
has something to appeal to everyone.

Art Exhibition
The J Manley Gallery will be hosting an equestrian art exhibition 

featuring recent works by 24 leading members of the Society of 
Equestrian Artists from Thursday 8th to Saturday 24th 

May, at 27 High Street, Eton, Windsor. The exhibition 
coincides with the Royal Windsor Horse Show 

and everyone is invited to attend. The gallery is 
open Monday to Saturday from 10am-5pm 

and can be contacted on 01753 865647 or 
by e-mail mleach@manleygallery.com. 

Farleigh
June 6th - 8th

The closing date for entries to Farleigh 
is Wednesday 21st May. The event 
takes place entirely on the Farleigh 
House estate. 

The undulating marathon follows 
tracks and headlands on Section A 

with excellent views. Section E follows 
woodland tracks, leading to seven 

obstacles that are situated within walking 
distance of each other and not far from the 

stable fi eld. 
If you are bringing any non-horsey friends, 

the gardens of Farleigh House will be open during the 
weekend; these are well worth a visit.

Don’t forget that your entry fee to Farleigh includes two tickets 
(three for four-in-hands) for the hog roast on the Saturday evening. 
By popular demand the same live band that played in 2007 will be 
back to entertain competitors, so please support this event.

Sandringham 
June 27th – 29th

The closing date for entries is Monday 9th June. This year includes 
selection events for the FEI World Single Horse Championships 
in Jarantow, Poland and the FEI World Horse Four-in-hand 
Championships in Beesd, Holland. Foreign judges at Sandringham 
are coming from Spain, Snr Joachim Medina and Hungary, Mr Joszef 
Borka.

Preparations are well underway. The new obstacle this year 
will be number 8; during the winter a tree came down causing 
considerable damage so a complete rebuild is necessary. After 
last year’s monsoon, all tentage is being resited on higher ground 
and it is hoped that the planned fl ooded marathon route, which 
was abandoned last year, will be used this time in warm sunny 
weather! Sandringham offers a wonderful three stage marathon, 
great obstacles and fl at arenas for dressage and cones. Please 
come and support the event as the organisers need your entry. 

Ted and Pauline Genge will be stable managers as usual. This 
year competitors’ catering will be by Kate’s Kitchen and a mobile 
bar will be available. Both of these will be sited in the horse box 
park (same as Catton Park nationals) and a barbeque will also be 
organised for Saturday night.

Anyone who wishes to come and support a competitor or 
just have a day out will be most welcome, with free entry at the 
West Newton gate. Or why not try stewarding? The organisers 
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Heather Clark, driving Barney at the para equestrian 
training.
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