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Many thanks to everyone for their patience  as the offi ce administration 
settles down and a few technical glitches get ironed out.

Please take time to sit down and browse through these pages as 
they contain much useful information.

The mailing at the beginning of February contained an offi ce 
newsletter, membership cards, a Yearbook (remember that Associate 
Couples and Combined Full/Associate members share one), a formal 
notice of the AGM and a proxy form.

Please check that your membership category is correct. Many 
forms contained anomalies and initiative was frequently required to 
allocate a membership category.

Membership renewals
Members continue to take full advantage of the on-line renewal service 
which has been offered for the fi rst time this year and is proving very 
popular. If you are using this facility, please take care to enter your 
details accurately and fully. 

The offi ce database does not possess a post code recognition 
system so please take the time to submit your full address. This is 
especially important if you have moved house recently (a note to this 
effect can help to establish that you are not a new member).

BHDTA AGM
Don’t forget that the AGM takes place in the catering marquee at 
Brighton Horse Driving Trials on Thursday 1st May at 7pm. In addition 
to the ordinary business of the meeting, the new council will be made 
known and there will be some time spent dealing with the proposed 
changes to the Articles of Association to incorporate the new council 
structure with the clubs’ regional representatives.

Rule book amendments
Updated inserts will be available for existing rule books from the 
beginning of March. If you require a copy, please send a SAE, with 
stamps to the value of 60p, to the offi ce.

BHDTA CLINICS

Club Course Designers’ Clinic
For members situated further north, there is a Club Course Designers’ 
Clinic on Sunday, 16th March, in the George Hotel, Penrith. Mark 
Ingham will be the trainer and the day costs £25 (inc lunch tea/coffee 
etc.) If you wish to book a place, phone the organiser, Ian Gilbert, on 
01294 832461.

Club Judges’ Clinic
A Club Judges’ Clinic has been arranged and takes place on the 23rd 
March at Scropton. It will be run by Sarah Garnett. All club members 
are invited – you do not need to belong to the organising club. The 
venue has a meeting room which opens out onto an all-weather 
arena and there is a café for refreshments.

Stewards’ Training Day
A Stewards’ Training Day has been organised on 27th April, at Escrick 
Park, near York (A19). Philip Bateman will be giving everyone the 
benefi t of his vast knowledge of the sport and demonstrating how 
rewarding and enjoyable stewarding can be. Proceedings get under 
way at 10am with free light refreshments available for everyone.
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the event. This should ensure that all the appropriate 
registrations have been completed.

Selection procedure
At the recent meeting of the BHDTA Council, the 
selection procedure for our world championship 
teams was discussed at great length. Consideration 
was given to various means of selection including 
awarding points for each phase of the competition. 
The surprising outcome from the trial runs we made, 
using last year’s results, was that no matter which 
system we used we always fi nished with the same 
result as fi rst past the post. 

The council therefore decided to adopt fi rst past 
the post as the selection criteria for all classes. One 
minor change to this system is that competitors may 
now put their name forward at a later stage of the 
selection process. 

Qualifying events
Six events have confi rmed that they will run 
international qualifying classes in 2008, with Erdigg 
and Farleigh likely to gain approval in the near future. 
Please check nearer the time but it is hoped that these 
will be allocated as follows:
Royal Windsor - Horse and pony fours, horse singles 
and pairs.
Hopetoun - Horse and pony fours, horse singles and 
pony pairs.
Sandringham - Horse and pony fours, horse singles  
and pairs.
Catton - Horse and pony fours, horse and pony pairs.
Lowther – Horse pairs and pony fours, pairs and 
singles.
National Championships - Horse pairs and pony 
fours, pairs and singles.
Erdigg - Horse pairs and pony fours, pairs and 
singles.
Farleigh – tbc.

SUPPORTERS’ NEWS
200 Club 2008
There’s still time before the fi rst draw to join the 200 
Club. Those who have received prizes already will 
confi rm that this is a worthwhile investment so don’t 
be disappointed. Help our immensely hard working 
supporters’ co-ordinator to achieve her target of the 
full 200 members this year.
Contact: Sheila Hawking, Pollums House Farm, 

agreed that this should remain a separate clinic from the National 
clinic as different issues required priority.
Chefs d’Equipe
On the Sunday, existing and potential chefs d’equipe had the 
opportunity to pick the combined brains of Philip Bateman and Jill 
Holah who have extensive knowledge of international matters. The 
discussion was productive and very helpful, lasting considerably 
longer than had been anticipated.

COMPETITIONS
Yellow cards
The BHDTA are adopting the FEI system which enables event 
offi cials to issue a warning to competitors in the form of a yellow card 
where there is abuse of the horses in any form or incorrect behaviour 
towards event offi cials or any other party connected to the event.
Full details are available on the website under the heading “Rules and 
Tests” in the Reference Section.

Intermediate class update
Note: The intermediate class run by NEDTL is at Allerton Park on 
August 2/3rd and not as previously published.

INTERNATIONAL
Congratulations to Ian Douglas who has been promoted to Offi cial 
International Technical Delegate.

With the offi ce no longer located at Stoneleigh, please note that it 
will take a few extra days to process passports as they will have to be 
posted to the BEF. If you intend to compete internationally in 2008, 
make sure you are well organised, with your paperwork up to date in 
good time. This will reduce stress levels of all concerned. 

FEI Passports and registrations 
The BEF has notifi ed the offi ce that FEI passports will only be issued 
to competitors who intend to compete internationally. Don’t forget that 
the FEI now require all drivers and horses to be registered before 
competing. Forms for horse and driver registrations are available on 
the website under the “Reference” section.

The FEI database requires horses to be registered before a 
passport can be renewed or upgraded to an FEI one. This has 
created some confusion so far but everyone will be more familiar with 
the system by the end of the season.

Vaccinations
For horses that are competing internationally (defi ned as horses 
that are registered for that calendar year with the FEI), six-monthly 
vaccinations are required. Should your horse withdraw from 
international competition, a letter of explanation is required from your 
vet if the vaccination is not administered. Annual vaccinations should 
be continued and the frequency increased to six-monthly when 
international events are resumed. 

International competitions
If you wish to compete at any international events 
abroad, please send a note of the events at which 
you intend to compete to the BHDTA offi ce, after 
you have renewed your subscription. The BEF 
have requested that entries are made through the 

This training is open to anyone wishing to become a steward as well 
as existing stewards at both national and club level. If you wish to book 
a place, please telephone Sheila Hawking on 01977 682298.

Details of the clinics can also be found on the website.

Feedback from the clinics
Philip Bateman and Sydney Smith will need a week to recover from 
the recent clinics at The Unicorn Trust where four ran back-to-back 
directly after the two-day Judges’ Seminar. These have all been very 
constructive and produced a number of interesting points.
Judges
The Judges’ seminar expressed concern over the speeds demanded 
for the marathon walk section having a detrimental effect on this pace 
in the dressage.

Another point that gave the judges cause for concern was 
the complexity of the tests for tandems. Amendments are to be 
implemented and these recommended to event organisers. Tandems 
please note that you may be driving tests other than those published 
in the schedules.

The position of the driver on the box seat and the associated skill 
in lengthening and shortening reins were also fully discussed as this 
had been noted as an area of weakness for many competitors. Heavier 
penalties will be given where the driver’s posture and rein handling are 
not seen to be effective in communicating clearly with the horse.
Driving the Dressage Tests
Diana Brownlie delivered an incredibly helpful presentation on how 
to drive the new dressage tests being introduced in 2008. She 
removed her judge’s hat and focused on the competitor’s point of 
view, showing how the arena could be used to best advantage to 
maximise the number of marks achieved in this phase. This had also 
been well received when she delivered it in Canada and Hungary to 
international audiences and we are privileged to have the benefi t of 
her experience before the forthcoming season.
International and National Course Designers
The concern over walk speeds was picked up at the International 
Course Designers’ clinic too and the Rules Committee will be asked 
to make a submission to the FEI to request that the speed is reduced 
to refl ect the original concept of enabling the horses to relax. Richard 
Nicoll, chairman of the FEI Driving Committee, who was taking the 
clinic, indicated that this request would need to come from a number 
of federations. As the clinic was international, there were fi ve present 
on this occasion and all supported the suggestion.
Technical Delegates
When the Technical Delegates met there was some very productive 
discussion. One issue affecting competitors was the amount of 
paperwork issued and a solution to reduce this is being sought.
Club Course Designers
Club Course Designers benefi ted from the combined talents of Mark 
Ingham and Gunnar Larsson on the Saturday. It was unanimously 

International and National Course Designers who attended the 
recent clinic with Richard Nicoll, Chairman of the FEI Driving 
Committee.
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