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Offi ce update
The new offi ce has now had a couple of months to settle in and is working 
well so far. Members are starting to focus on the coming season and 
look forward to the onset of spring with the associated seasonal fl owers 
and improved weather (we hope). This is the time to ensure all your 
vaccinations are up to date and make sure the passports are in order 
for all the animals with which you intend to compete.

BHDTA AGM
Don’t forget that the AGM takes place in the catering marquee at 
Brighton Horse Driving Trials on Thursday 1st May at 7pm. 

In addition to the ordinary business of the meeting, the results 
of the council elections will be made known and there will be some 
time spent dealing with the proposed changes to the Articles of 
Association to incorporate the new council structure with the clubs’ 
regional representatives.

Membership renewals
Many thanks to everyone who is sending their renewals in good 
time. Remember that your legal liability insurance cover will lapse if 
you have not re-joined by 31st January 2008. 

Members are taking full advantage of the online renewal service 
which has been offered for the fi rst time this year and is proving 
very popular. Take care to select the most suitable category for 
your needs. 

The associate/club competitor category is the fi rst one that gives 
all year round legal liability cover and is good value for the level of 
cover offered and for the peace of mind that the full insurance cover 
brings. Please ring the offi ce if you are in any doubt.

Payment options
As we have received more and more requests for credit card 
facilities, and with the obvious popularity of the online membership 
renewals, an option to make credit card payments online has been 
introduced.  

This can be found on the website under “Contact Us” or “Index”. 
This will enable you to apply for places on a course or clinic or can be 
used for any other payments which are required such as start fees.

FEI passports and registrations
With the offi ce no longer located at Stoneleigh, please note that it 
will take a few extra days to process FEI passports as they will have 
to be posted to the BEF. 

If you intend to compete internationally in 2008, make sure you are 
well organised with your paperwork up to date in good time. This will 
reduce stress levels of all concerned. Don’t forget that the FEI now 
require all drivers and horses to be registered before competing. 

Forms for horse and driver registrations are available on the 
website under the “Reference” section.

International competitions
If you wish to compete at any international events abroad, please 
send a note of the events at which you intend to compete to the 
BHDTA offi ce, after you have renewed your subscription.

Yearbook and membership cards
The BHDTA are indebted to Jill Holah for the work she did compiling 
the BHDTA Yearbook for 2008. This is a huge task and needed to 

BRITISH HORSE DRIVING TRIALS ASSOCIATION OFFICIAL NEWS
OFFICIAL NEWS signs are most encouraging so far that the clubs will 

take full advantage of the opportunity to liaise more 
closely with each other and the BHDTA.

In England, new Government initiatives for 
funding are going to use a regional structure to 
distribute funding rather than allocating funds to 
each equestrian discipline. Carriage driving now 
has that structure in place and it is expected that 
the regional representatives will be instrumental in 
this process. 

SUPPORTERS’ NEWS

Wanted! 
OK, not literally dead or alive, but the sport does need 
new volunteers to act as stewards, timekeepers, 
obstacle stewards, dressage writers etc. The list of 
ways that volunteers can become involved in driving 
trials are many and varied. Events are usually 
looking for new blood and working in tandem with 
more experienced people is a great way to learn as 
well as being an enjoyable day out. 

Try and persuade someone from your stables, 
local riding club etc. to expand their horizons and 
experience competitive carriage driving. Invite them 
to come along and get involved rather than just 
spectating. Alternatively, encourage some of your 
regular helpers to volunteer for a job for a morning 
or afternoon. As competitors, there is a need for 
everyone to make an effort to recruit new helpers 
as they are such an integral part of our sport and 
our enjoyment.

hands may compete in international events from the beginning 
of the calendar year in which they reach 18. 

1.2 Competitors in the classes for pairs and single horses may 
compete in international events from the beginning of the 
calendar year in which they reach 16 (must be accompanied 
by a groom of 18 years or more). Competitors in the classes for 
single ponies, pony pairs, pony tandems and pony four-in-hands 
may compete in international events from the beginning of the 
calendar year in which they reach 14 (must be accompanied by 
a groom of 18 years or more). 

          Class   Driver Age
          Horses four-in-hand, pair, tandem   18 years and over 
          Horse pair, single   16 years and over 
          Ponies four-in-hand, pair, tandem, single  14 years and over 
1.3 Grooms may ride on a vehicle at international events from the 

beginning of the calendar year in which they reach 14. 
1.4 Failure to comply with any of the above paragraphs entails 

elimination.

ORGANISATION
Art. 901.
11.2.4  For national events to be considered as qualifi ers, at least 

two international judges must be on the ground jury. NFs 
wishing to use national events as qualifi ers must request from 
the FEI the list of judges from which the international judges 
may be chosen. 

11.2.5 Of the two international judges at national competitions, 
which are used as qualifi ers for championships, one must be 
foreign and approved by the FEI.

New national venue
The Welsh National Carriage Driving Championships will be held 
in the picturesque grounds of the Erddig Estate, in North Wales. 
The 514 hectare National Trust property is situated just south of 
Wrexham, in close proximity to Chester where it can be easily 
located off the M54/M56 through to the A483.

The event will make full use of the attractive location. For section 
A of the marathon, competitors will experience the woodland drives 
and parkland fi elds. Section C encompasses a loop around a lake 
and section E is a mixed route around the 18th century parkland 
estate and woodland tracks. 

The venue has two dressage arenas, at least one warm up 
arena and eight newly constructed obstacles for drivers to test their 
skills.

A website for the venue is currently under construction, but 
more information about Erddig, can be found on the National Trust 
website or by using the following link http://www.nationaltrust.org.
uk/main/w-vh/w-visits/w-fi ndaplace/w-erddig/.

AFFILIATED CLUBS

Regional representation
The new regional structure, to enable clubs to have a greater 
involvement with the BHDTA, is nearing the end of the process. 
This has been received with enthusiasm by most areas, with an 
election required where an area had more than one nomination. 

The regional representatives will elect from their number 
representatives to serve on the BHDTA Council. This will give clubs 
a strong voice within the sport. As this is a new initiative there are 
bound to be some problems that will need to be resolved but all the 

be done during the time the Executive Offi cer was taking up her 
new post and moving the offi ce. The yearbooks are printed by 
Carriage Driving and will be with members shortly.

Drug testing
All branches of equestrianism are being encouraged by the BEF 
to be more pro-active in administering drug tests within their sport. 
In 2007 the BHDTA stepped up the number of tests carried out 
and specifi cally targeted classes that were being used as selection 
events for world championships. 

As the process becomes quicker and easier, so the number of 
tests carried out will increase. 

BHDTA Clinics
The series of spring clinics has now got under way and are proving 
popular. There’s still time to add your name to the list for the ones 
that have still to run. 

Remember that there are two venues for the Club Course 
Designers’ Clinic; one in the south in February and one in the north 
in March. Full details of the clinics can be found on the website, in 
the January issue of Carriage Driving or in the December Offi ce 
Newsletter.

New tachograph rules
Did you know that from April 2007 there was a change to the law 
which removed the tachograph private use exemption for vehicles 
and vehicle combinations in excess of 7,500kg? 

Unfortunately, as is quite often the case, this has not been well 
publicised and, of the few articles in magazines that have been 
published, some have failed to make the position clear. This has 
the potential to affect you if you travel to events with a caravan or 
carriage trailer towed by your lorry or drive an HGV vehicle.

From the 11th April 2007 it has been a legal requirement that all 
vehicles with a maximum gross weight over 7,500kg, or a vehicle 
combination with a gross weight which is over 7,500kg, must use a 
tachograph for all journeys. 

For example if your horse box has a gross weight of 7,490kg 
(maximum weight of most 7.5 tonne vehicles) and you tow a trailer 
or caravan you are in scope of the regulations and need to use a 
tachograph while the trailer or caravan is being towed.

Please note: It is not the actual laden weight of the vehicle and 
trailer, but the weight which the vehicle, or combination, can legally 
carry when fully laden which you need to take into account.

Further guidance is available in the VOSA guide to rules on 
drivers’ hours and Tachograph for goods vehicles in the UK and 
Europe. It is recommended that you read this document which can 
be found at www.transportoffi ce.gov.uk. 

Follow the link for vehicle drivers and then drivers’ hours and 
tachograph rules. Please ensure you follow “goods vehicles”, as 
the rules for passenger vehicles are different.

A more detailed help sheet for members will be included in the 
next offi ce newsletter.

FEI Driving Rules 
Accepted modifi cations to the 9th Edition 2005 by the FEI Driving 
Committee in September 2007. 
Effective January 1st, 2008.

CONDITIONS FOR PARTICIPATION
Article 910 
1.  Age of competitors
1.1 Competitors in the classes for horse tandems and horse four-in-
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British Horse Driving Trials Association, 
East Overhill, Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT. 

Tel: 0845 643 2116  
Email: bhdta@horsedrivingtrials.co.uk
Website: www.horsedrivingtrials.co.uk

Offi ce open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon
Mon 5pm to 8pm

200 Club 2007
There’s still time before the fi rst draw to join the 200 Club. 
Those who have received prizes already will confi rm that this 
is a worthwhile investment so don’t be disappointed.

Help our immensely hard-working supporters’ co-ordinator 

Three generations of coachmen and BHDTA members! 
Grandfather John Cowdery and Andrew, proud father of month-
old Samuel. Many congratulations to both Andrew and Lucy. 

to achieve her target of the full 200 members 
this year.
Contact: Sheila Hawking, Pollums House Farm, 
Lumby, South Milford, Leeds LS25 5LD.

Indoor World Cup
Congratulations to Boyd Exell for winning through 
to the fi nal of the Indoor World Cup in Leipzig. After 
a little tweaking the team really came together and 
Boyd had the highest total score of the six fi nalists. 

A substantial crowd of enthusiastic supporters 
travelled to Leipzig to cheer him on in his bid to take 
over the mantel of indoor supremo from Michael 
Freund. 

A future coachman
Congratulations to Lucy and Andrew on the birth of 
their son Samuel Andrew Cowdery who was born 
at 21.12 on Friday 14th December. He is likely to be 
participating in coaching activities at the earliest 
opportunity.


